
The Church ~ A Holy Place   When you enter the church building as the 
“House of Worship,” you are entering into the Great Throne Room of the 
“King of Kings” as His subjects and His soldiers. The “King of Kings,” Jesus 
Christ, is enthroned on the Holy Altar and all the angels, prophets, saints and 
the Most Holy Mother of God are present. His soldiers should be attentive and 
standing at attention. No one in the presence of the “King of Kings” would sit 
with his legs crossed, or his hands in his pockets, or chewing gum, or looking at 
his watch because to do any of these things would be disrespectful. The only 
proper disposition a soldier can have before his commander is that of reverence 
which is indicated by a bowed head, a submissive heart and prayer.  

Welcome – And a few words about communion…  We warmly welcome all visi-
tors and seekers in our midst today, trusting that your experience here will be an up-
lifting and enriching one. The Greek Orthodox Churches are the ancient and native 
Christian communities of the biblical world, with centers in the Holy Lands, Syria, 
Egypt and Asia Minor, and by extension in Greece, Cyprus and throughout the 
world. Like the ancient Christians, we engage the whole person, heart, mind and all 
senses in Divine Worship. This experience has been so powerful to seekers in the past 
that it was often said “We knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth. We knew 
only that there God dwelt among human beings.” (Russian Primary Chronicle) That 
communion experience of heaven on earth and God in our midst forms the heart of all 
Orthodox worship. It culminates in the sharing of Holy Communion, which not only 
unites us with the Divine, but also expresses the deep unity in faith and life between 
all Orthodox believers. Since Holy Communion expresses that deep unity in belief 
and practice alike, it is reserved for observant Orthodox Christians. This does not 
mean, however, that non-Orthodox are ‘excluded’ – rather, the Orthodox choose not 
to make an external display of unity when actual unity does not exist. While working 
to restore the full communion that did exist in antiquity, today we offer the sign of 
the blessed bread at the service’s conclusion as a symbolic gift of hospitality and 
growing unity that is offered to all present. If you would like to learn more about the 
Orthodox way of life, or have any questions about worship or Holy Communion, 
please approach Fr. Michael or one of the clergy following services. Thank you for 
joining us, and again, we welcome you all.  

Visitors, please read 
We warmly welcome all visitors and seekers in our midst today. 
 
Holy Communion is the greatest gift on earth. It is given by God to baptized and 
chrismated Orthodox Christians, who have prepared themselves with regular 
prayer, fasting (from midnight, unless there is a medical condition), and confes-
sion, and who have the blessing of their spiritual father or confessor to receive it. 

 
 We welcome anyone visiting for the first time, and we trust that your experi-
ence here will be an uplifting and enriching one. The Orthodox Christian Church is 
actually a community of local Churches, whose roots are the ancient and native 
Christian communities of the biblical world, with centers in Jerusalem, Syria, Egypt, 
and Asia Minor, and by extension in Greece, Cyprus, Russia, North America, and 
throughout the world. 

As a continuation of the ancient Church, we engage the whole person, heart, 
mind, and all senses in divine worship. This experience has been so powerful to seek-
ers in the past that it was often said “We knew not whether we were in heaven or on 
earth. We knew only that there God dwelt among men” (Russian Primary Chroni-
cle). That experience of heaven on earth and God in our midst forms the heart of all 
Orthodox worship. 

Our worship culminates in the sharing of Holy Communion, which not only 
unites us with the Divine, but also expresses the deep unity in faith and life among 
all Orthodox believers. Since Holy Communion expresses that deep unity in belief 
and practice alike, it is reserved for practicing Orthodox Christians, who have prop-
erly prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and recent confession. This is because 
the Orthodox choose not to make an external display of unity with other Christian 
groups when actual unity of faith and practice does not exist. 

While working to restore the full communion that did exist among Christians 
in antiquity, today we offer the blessed bread (antidoron) at the conclusion of the Lit-
urgy, as a gift of hospitality and of growing unity that is offered to all present. If you 
would like to learn more about the Orthodox way of life, or have any questions about 
worship or Holy Communion, please approach Fr. Michael or one of the other clergy 
following the Liturgy. 

Thank you for joining us, and again, we welcome you all. 
 
We hope you enjoy your visit with us here at Holy Cross, and we thank you for joining us today. 

 
We formally invite you and/or your guests to join us for coffee hour in the community center 
next door. If you can stay, we would love to have you! 

Saint Paraskevi History 
 

In the middle of the nineteenth century, Saint Paraskevi ap-
peared to a shepherd in his dreams for several nights asking 
him to come to Kattavia and build her a house. Not knowing 
where Kattavia was and inquiring with a local priest to inves-
tigate the meaning of this dream, it was revealed that the 
village of Kattavia was a village in the southernmost area on 
the Dodacanese island of Rhodes. The faithful shepherd 
made the pilgrimage to Kattavia and in 1850 built a church in 
Saint Paraskevi’s honor. The icon of Saint Paraskevi has been 
the cause of numerous miracles and continues to be a source 
of inspiration for countless faithful Orthodox Christians.  
 

Saint Paraskevi, who was from a village near Rome, was born 
to pious parents, Agatho and Politia. Since she was born on a 
Friday (in Greek, Paraskeve), she was given this name, which 
means “preparation”/ “preparedness.” From childhood, she 
was instructed in the sacred letters and devoted herself to the 
study of the divine Scriptures, while leading a monastic life 
and guiding many to the Faith of Christ. During the reign of 
the Emperor Antonius Pius, she was apprehended because 
she was a Christian and was urged to worship the idols, but 
she answered with the words of Jeremiah: “Let the gods that 
have not made heaven and the earth perish from off the 
earth” (Jer. 10:11). She endured many more exceedingly pain-
ful torments, and was eventually beheaded on July 26, in the 
year 140.  

Holy Cross Church is blessed 

to have the Miracle-Working 

Icon of Agia Paraskevi from 

Kattavia, Rhodes, Greece 

visit during her inaugural 

spiritual pilgrimage. 
 

Accompanying the sacred icon is 

Father Zacharias from the parish 

of Saint Paraskevi and Skiathi 

Monastery, Rhodes, Greece. 

 

The icon permanently resides at 

the church of  Saint Paraskevi in 

Kattavia, Rhodes. This pilgrimage 

is sponsored by the U.S.-based 

Saint Paraskevi Kattavian Society 

established in Weirton, WVa. In 

1920. 

 

The faithful pray to her for the 

healing of the eyes and the soul. 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH  

Paraklesis Service –                  5 pm 

Fr. Zacharias Speaks about Icon –    

                                            6-6:30 pm 

Community Dinner –         6:30 pm 

Venerate Icon –        Until 8:30 pm 

 

MIRACLE-WORKING 
ICON OF  

SAINT PARASKEVI 
 TO VISIT  

Sunday, October 13, 2019  
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 

 

The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to Titus 3:8-15 
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that 
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good 
deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controver-
sies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofit-
able and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or 
twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is per-
verted and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nico-
polis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed 
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let 
our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of ur-
gent need, and not to be unfruitful.  All who are with me send greeting to you. 
Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 
 

The Gospel According Luke 8:5-15  
The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 
sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of 
the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 
away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded 
a hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he 
said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but 
for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes 
and takes away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be 
saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, re-
ceive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those 
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the 
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and 
good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience." As he said these things, he 
cried out "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."



Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church                   Fr. Michael Kallaur 
123 Gilkeson Road             Fr. Daniel Korba 
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(412)833-3355   website: www.holycrosspgh.org    email: holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org       

 

Coffee hour is sponsored today by Philoptochos. 

 

Trisagion Stella (Steliani) Morris  6 1/2 
  John (Ioannis) Morris   7 years 
  Sophie Manolis           15 years 
  Christian Bungas         20 years 
 

Apologies for omission last week of Memorial for  +Gary V. Retos 40 days 

TODAY : Walk for Missions 
Registration at Noon /Walk Begins at 1pm 

South Park: Children’s Playground Shelter  
located at the intersection of Corrigan Drive and Brownsville Road South Park Twp, PA 15129 

For more information, see Emmanuel Maginas  

THIS WEEK: 
Monday – October 14 6:30pm Paraclesis/Bible Study   
     

Tuesday – October 15 9:30am Golden Club to Heinz Chapel 

 

Wednesday – October 16 4:30pm Greek School  
    6:30pm Blanket Ministry 
    6:45pm GOYA Basketball Practice 
 

Thursday – October 17 5pm Paraclesis and Community Night with  
    Miracle-Working Icon of St. Paraskevi from Rhodes, Greece (see back page) 
  

Friday – October 18  Apostle and Evangelist Luke  
    8:30am Orthros/9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

 

Saturday – October 19 5pm Vespers 
 

Next Sunday, October 20th, GOYA will have their annual bake sale with proceeds used to 
purchase Christmas gifts for needy children. 
 
 

Please refrain from parking in the handicapped spots near the office when there are services 
or parish events.  We have parishioners who do require assistance or cannot walk a long dis-
tance and need access to the elevator.  Your cooperation  is greatly appreciated.  
 
 

Save the Date: Philoptochos Christmas Party, December 3 @ LeMont. 
 
 

Ministry Opportunity:  We have a Holy Cross Parishioner coming to completion of incar-
ceration. The parishioner has the possibility to finish their sentence and transition to a 
home setting with a stable family. If you are willing to open your home to this parishioner, 
please see Fr. Michael for the details. 

It’s
 D

AYS away!! 

DON’T 
 

DELA
Y!!  

 

Rese
rve  

TO
DAY!!! 

THANK YOU to our upcoming Coffee Hour sponsors:  
October 20 ~OPEN 
October 27 ~Dickos/Countouris Families in loving memory of  +Jim Dickos 3 yrs 
                     Also on October 27, trisagion for deceased GAPA members and heroes of  OXI Day 
November 3 ~ Presvytera Catherine Pachis, Ann Marie & John Aronson,  
   Niki Aronosn, Diane Babb and Beth Rangos 
November 10 ~ Veterans’ Luncheon 
November 17 ~ Folk Dance Festival Brunch 
 

Thank you, again, to ALL the volunteers who made the Philoptochos Autumn Food Fair 
a success! Thank you to ALL those who baked and made fresh soups for us!  
Your time and efforts are appreciated. 
 

The Blanket Ministry will meet THIS Wednesday, October 16 at 6:30pm in the 
Philoptochos Room. 
 

Save the date for the Philoptochos Evening Membership Social on Tuesday, November 5 
at 7pm on the carpeted area of the Community Center. Connie Carahalis, evening 

membership social chair, is promising a relaxing, fun filled evening.  A brief  
Philoptochos meeting will commence at 6:30pm in the Philoptochos Room. 

Your are invited to celebrate the 50th year 
of our beautiful Holy Cross Church building 

Saturday, October 26 , 2019 
4:30pm   Hors d'oeuvres, Refreshments, and Silent Auction 

6pm Begin seating for Dinner and Program with Video Presentation 
6:30pm ~ Dinner (Wine at table) 

Live entertainment from 6 to 10 pm 
Adults $75 per person ~ Children (12 and under) $35 
Note: For all meals, please advise dietary restrictions. 

Tickets will be available at coffee hour or using the link below: 
https://holycrossgreekorthodoxchurch.ticketspice.com/50thbanquet    

 
 

http://ticketspice.com/50thbanquet

