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Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

As man He (Jesus) was baptized, but He absolved sins as God; He needed no 

purifying rites Himself – His purpose was to hallow water. As man He was 

put to the test, but as God He came through victorious! Yes, let us be of good 

cheer, because He has conquered the world! 

He hungered, yet He fed thousands. He is indeed the “living heavenly bread.”  

He thirsted, yet He exclaimed, “Whosoever thirsts, let him come to Me and 

drink.”  Indeed He promised that believers would become fountains.   

He was tired, yet He is the “rest” of the weary and the burdened.  He was 

overcome by heavy sleep, yet He goes lightly over the sea, rebukes winds, and 

relieves the drowning Peter.   

He pays tax, yet He uses a fish to do it.  Indeed He is Emperor over those who 

demand the tax.  He weeps, yet He puts an end to weeping.  He asks where 

Lazarus is laid, He was a man, yet He raises Lazarus for He is God. 

He is sold, and cheap was the price, thirty pieces of silver, yet He buys back 

the whole world at the mighty cost of His own blood.  A sheep, He is led to the 

slaughter, yet He shepherds Israel and now the whole world as well.   

He is weakened and wounded and yet He cures every disease and weakness. 

He is brought up to the tree and nailed to it, yet by the tree of life He restores 

us.  Yes, He saves even a thief crucified with Him, He wraps all the visible 

world in darkness.  He surrenders His life, yet He has power to take it again.  

Yes the veil is rent, for things of heaven are being revealed, rocks split, and 

dead men have an earlier awakening.  He dies, but He vivifies and by death 

destroys death. 

Continued pg. 4  → JANUARY 2020 
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House Blessings 
Every year, on the Feast of Epiphany, Orthodox Christians around the 
world have a blessing of the waters to celebrate the Baptism of Christ as 
well as the revealing of the Holy Trinity to mankind.  We then received 
the blessing of this Holy Water to renew ourselves in Christ and to re-
mind ourselves that through Christ all things are again made clean.  We 
also extend that blessing to the homes in which we live, to wipe away 
temptations and attacks that might lead us away from Christ. 
 

If you wish to have Fr. Michael come and bless your home, please com-
plete this form and return it to the Church office at your earliest conven-

ience. Please PRINT clearly. 

 
Name:____________________________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________________________ 

Street Address:_____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_____________________________________________ 

Please suggest THREE (3) dates and times for your house blessing 
STARTING JANUARY 5TH 

(You will receive a call confirming date and time of blessing.) 
 

1)   ____________________________________________________ 

2)   ____________________________________________________ 

3) ____________________________________________________ 

Please prepare the following, to the best of your abilities, for the blessing: 
1) Make an effort to have the entire family present. 
2) Set out an Icon in a central area of the house where the prayer ser-

vice will begin. 
3) Write two lists of names, one of the living and one of the departed 

family members for whom you would like the Priest to pray during 
the house blessing. 

 

Thank you in advance for taking the time to fill out and return this form, 
either in the basket in the narthex or to: 
 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church 
123 Gilkeson Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228 



 

 3 

Fr. Michael Kallaur, Economos  
Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter 
Dn. Frank Dickos, Deacon 
Emmanuel Maginas, Pastoral Assistant 
Nena Jovonovich, Secretary 
Website: holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org 
Office (412) 833-3355  FAX (412) 833-3357 
Community Center Phone:(412) 854-6001 
Office Hours   Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

 

 

Organizations & Committees 
Church School            Jennifer Moorcroft   (412) 626-9143 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church 

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15228 

Crossroads, published monthly Volume 20 Issue 1 

Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of 

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh 

 

The mission of Holy Cross is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian faith and  

traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline and customs of the Church. 

JANUARY 2020 

Philoptochos Elaine Sofis (412)344-7046 

Philoptochos  
Membership 

Connie Carahalis (412) 561-4783 

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276-5002 

Angels Christine Peters (724) 693-9290 

Garden of Love Stacie Metrose    (412) 833-5164  

Didra Kirschner   (412) 561-2892 

Greek School Dena Yamalis (412) 343-8355 

Junior Dance Kristina Gzikowski  (412) 257-5015 

Senior Dance Georgia Yamalis  (412) 728-2259 

Choir Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418 

First Steps Denise Sokos (412) 257-1610 

JOY Christine Chapas (724) 986-2082 

Young Professionals Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418 

GOYA Denise Melis (412) 341-9264 

Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik  (412) 833-9423  

Rene Koett    (412) 831-3142 

Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 941-8699 

House Committee Konrad Mayr  (412) 877-7780 

Building Comm. John Conomos (412) 831-7997 

Sts. Mary & Martha Adrienne Dickos (412) 833-4980 

*Services:     

Sundays:   8:15am Orthros 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

Mondays:   6:30pm Paraclesis  

  7:30 pm Bible Study  

Weekdays:  8:30am Orthros 

  9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Saturdays:  Vespers 5pm  

*See monthly calendar for all services. 

 

2020 

Parish Council  
Nicholas Chakos 

Dena Galie 

John Hoenig 

 Frank Kalogeris  

Bob Kirschner 

Jennifer Liokereas 

Konrad Mayr 

Stephanie Kladakis Myers 

Jordan Nicholas 

Joy Palonis 

Emanuel Panos 

Deno Pappas 

Bill Poutous 

George Sokos 

Georgia Yamalis 

 
Coffee Hour fellowship is an  
extension of our Divine Liturgy! 
Please gather with family, koumbari 
or friends to sponsor/prepare one 
Sunday.  See the calendar on website 
for open dates, and call the  
church office to confirm. 

Funeral/Memorial information: Use of the 
Community Center is available for parishioner fu-
neral lunches at no charge. Parishioners may con-
tact any caterer they choose to purchase and pre-
pare their Makaria (Mercy Meal).  
Contact the church office for suggestions if you 
need a referral.  
For Kollyva, you may bring your own or contact 
Denise Melis directly (412) 341-9264. 

mailto:holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org
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He is buried, yet He rises.  He goes down into Hades, yet He leads souls up, as-

cends into the heavens, and will come to judge the living and the dead, and to 

probe our very hearts.   

From the Five Theological Orations of St. Gregory of Nazianzus (the Theologian) 

Christ comes into the world to save and redeem it.  This process begins 
with His birth (Christmas) and then is revealed to all at His baptism 
(Theophany or Epiphany), the beginning of His public ministry to save all 
mankind.   

Theophany is in fact one of two Trinitarian Feasts in the Church Year, 
where 'the worship of the Trinity is made manifest'. The voice of the Fa-
ther bears witness that, 'This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well-
pleased', and the Spirit is seen in the form of a dove.  The Feast of the 
Transfiguration is the second, where the voice of the Father is also heard 
and the Spirit is seen in the form of the Light of Tabor transfiguring the 
Son.  In both great feasts those present hear and see the Holy Trinity – One 
God revealed in three – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  In the Old Testament 
we see a prefiguration of the Holy Trinity by God acting through His Word 
and His Spirit.   

Christ is both God and man, He has two natures. On the one hand, the Fa-
ther calls Him 'My beloved Son' and the Spirit bears witness. On the other 
hand, as St John the Baptist shows in his humility that he is unworthy even 
to undo Christ's sandals, the sinless human nature of Christ did not need 
baptism. Christ underwent baptism in his human nature only because He 
needed to set an example for us, to undergo all that we must undergo in 
order to be worthy of the Kingdom of God. Christ was indeed human flesh 
and blood. 

The effects of the Baptism of Christ's human nature, of His body and soul, 
His mind and will, are immediate, for the world around Him may also be 
baptized through Him. In the icon of the Feast we see in the waters of the 
Jordan a serpent-monster, a demon lurking in the water. Until the time of 
Christ, the whole world was suffering the effects of the Fall. Through 
Christ's coming, however, the whole world can be purified and redeemed. 
This process began with the purification of water, on which all life de-
pends, of which our own bodies are mainly made up. Through Christ's Bap-
tism the way is open for the baptism of the whole of mankind and the puri-
fication of the whole universe. Christ's Baptism was the beginning of the 
purging of the world from evil. Those who reject Baptism do not allow the 
light and fire of the Holy Spirit to transform their lives. One of the reasons 
why we baptize a new-born child is that we want to establish the seeds of 
the Holy Spirit before evil can be planted in the soul.  This is also why we 
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sprinkle holy water from the feast of Theophany in our homes and places of 
work, on our cars and everywhere.  The purification and light of Christ 
transforms us and the material things we use as instruments of God’s love 
and mercy. 

An elder (Fr. Joseph) gave this advice to his disciple Lot.  Lot began, “Father, 
according to my strength, I sing a few psalms; I pray a little and my fasting 
is poor, and my prayers and silent meditations are few.  As far as I am able, I 
cleanse my thoughts.  What more am I able to do?”  The elder, Fr. Joseph 
stood up and spread out his hands toward the heavens and said, “if you 
want, why not become totally (on) fire?” and his fingers became like ten 
lamps of fire. 

In order to experience the renewal of Theophany, we must make ourselves 
ready to receive this divine fire of the Holy Spirit.  We have to be willing to 
make room in our lives for God.  What are we willing to sacrifice for God?  
Are we willing to put aside our sensual desires for the divine?  We must 
chose!  Pray or not to pray.  Fast or not to fast.  Read the Scriptures or not. 
Help those in need or not to help.  These decisions we make every day.  God 
is waiting, but few desire to embrace this light and fire of God.  We must be-
come like the dry wood, waiting for the fire of the Holy Spirit to come and 
make us burn with the joy and light of God.     

What does Theophany mean for us who are already baptized? How can I be 
renewed in Christ? 

Although we believe that there is only One Baptism, in Church practice we 
use the word baptism in a figurative sense, for the sacrament of Confession 
is often called 'a second baptism'. It is through the 'second baptism' of Con-
fession that we can renew ourselves by preparing ourselves to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ, in the same way as the waters of the Jordan re-
ceived Christ bodily when He was baptized. Thus among us too the old wa-
ters of the Jordan of human sin can be driven back and sin flees, as the de-
mons and passions are driven out of us by the power of Christ and His de-
sire to dwell in each of us. 

As we begin a new calendar year, a new opportunity is before us!  Let us get 
rid of the spiritual “junk” and clean our souls with a new enthusiasm and a 
renewed desire to break the habits that keep us from making spiritual pro-
gress.  For Christ has come to raise us up and renew the image that had 
fallen and to bring us to the glory of His Kingdom.  May we desire to be pu-
rified and reflect the great light and fire of God in our lives.   

Wishing you all of God’s blessings in the New Calendar Year! 

With love and prayers, 
Fr. Michael 



 

6  

Community Night November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Night December  
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Holy Cross  

Community Night 
Thursday, January 16  

@6pm 
Spend time with your church family   

Enjoy a free dinner 

Crafts...Games...and more! 

  

 For all ages  

Nursery available 

HOPE: Grades K-2 

JOY: Grade 3-6 

GOYA: Grades 7-12 

Young Adults ~ Adults ~Seniors 
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Holy Cross Philoptochos January Newsletter               
Wishing our Holy Cross Philoptochos & church members a very healthy and happy New Year! 

There was no Philoptochos meeting in December. The next general Philopto-
chos meeting will be Tuesday, January 7 at 7pm, weather permitting. 
Thank you to Mary Zotis for chairing our lovely Christmas Party at the Le Mont 
on December 3.  It was a relaxing, festive evening. 
Thank you to ALL the bread bakers, rollers, twisters, egg washers and wrappers 
who helped with Christmas bread making on December 9.  360 loaves were 
baked! 
Thank you to Christine Peters and Carol Halkias and all their “Angels” who de-
livered cookies and other goodies to our shut-ins.  Thank you to ALL who do-
nated baked goods for this worthwhile endeavor. 
Kathy Pyros is our FOCUS representative. She will deliver clothing and other 
needed items. Please set items outside the office door and mark FOCUS on the 
bags. Thank you to Kathy for donating many hours to serving FOCUS. 
This is the final request for a Dress for Success chairperson.  Please let me know 
if you are interested in this worthwhile effort. 
Thank you to Georgina Callas and Mary Zotis who shopped for the College Care 
Packages and to GOYA who assembled the packages. 
The Blanket Ministry will meet January 15@6:30pm in the Philoptochos Room. 
Rene Koett and Denise Sokos will serve on the Agape Fund Review Board as the 
Philoptochos representatives. Thank you to Rene and Denise for dedicating your 
time and talents to this Board. 
The application for The Popi Hagelios Memorial Philanthropy Award of the 
Philoptochos Society of Holy Cross Church is NOW available in the narthex, 
office and from Elaine Sofis. The application must be returned by March 22. 
Please see the application for the necessary criteria to apply for the award. The 
application is available to a PLEDGED Holy Cross family member who is a 
graduating high school senior in 2020. A similar application is available at Mt. 
Lebanon High School. You may apply to both awards. You will only be eligible 
for one $1500 award. 
Future Philoptochos and Orthodox Events: 
Sun, Jan 5, Philoptochos Board meeting following coffee hour, 12:30pm 
Tues, Jan 7, Philoptochos General meeting, 7pm, weather permitting. 
Sunday, January 12, Vasilopita 
Wednesday, January 15, Blanket Ministry, 6:30pm, Philoptochos Room 
Thursday, January 16, Community Night, 6pm. 
Sunday, February 2, Godparent/Godchild Sunday 
Sun, Feb 9, General Philoptochos mtg following coffee hour,12:30pm 
Wednesday, February 12, Community Night, 6pm 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, February 21-23, GOYA Basketball Tourna-
ment at Holy Cross 
Much is planned.  Please share your time and talents with us. 
Reminders will be sent via-email and hope to see you at ALL of our 
events!  PLEASE consider joining Philoptochos! 
Elaine Sofis 
Philoptochos President 
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Sts. Mary & Martha  
Women's Fellowship  

And then what happened?  
A look at the life of the church  

after the pages of the Bible. 
 
 

January 28 : Hostess: Tika Dickos,  
810 Kingsberry Cir, Mt Lebanon 15234 
RSVP to 412-341-6009 

 

February 25 : Hostess: Irene Zotis,  
76 Woodland Dr, Mt Lebanon 15228 
RSVP to 412-721-0146 

 

March 17: Hostess: Domenica Merante,  
43 Ridgewood Dr, McDonald 15057 
RSVP to 412-302-9093 

 

April 28 : Hostess: Carol Halkias,  
1401 Meadowlark Dr, Scott Twp 15243 
RSVP to 412-276-5002 

 

May 26 : Hostess: Pres Joanna Ferencz,  
address TBA  RSVP to 724-953-1091 

 

Pascha is April 19 

 

TO RENEW OR JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS for 2020,   
please complete and return to church or to Connie Carahalis, 
224 Mt. Lebanon Blvd, Pittsburgh 15234 
 

Name__________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________________ 

Email__________________________________________ 
*From your Philoptochos Stewardship donation, $15 is sent to 
National Philoptochos in NYC and $10 is sent to the Pittsburgh 
Metropolis Philoptochos.  Anything over $25 goes to Holy Cross 
Philoptochos.  Or see any Board Member to pay your dues! 

The angel gifts  

for FOCUS have been 

delivered. We had 3 

SUVs full of gifts includ-

ing 2 bikes. Your gener-

osity and kindness was 

overwhelming. Thank 

you, Thank you, Thank 

you, to all who do-

nated and helped de-

liver the gifts as well. 

This project took a vil-

lage, and I am grateful 

for all of your coopera-

tion and assistance.  

 

Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed and Healthy 

New Year to all! 

~Kathy Pyros 
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Sermon – 13th Sunday of Luke                           November 24th 2019 
 
One of the distinguishing characteristics of Luke the Evangelist is his love 
of the poor. Even passages that are repeated in the other Gospels reflect 
this emphasis; for example, we all know Matthew begins his account of 
the Sermon on the Mount with “Blessed are the poor in spirit...”, but Luke 
simply recounts “Blessed are the poor...” so it should come as no surprise 
that three of the four most recent Sunday gospels have dealt with the is-
sue of wealth and poverty. Three weeks ago it was the rich man and 
Lazarus. Last week was the rich man foolishly tearing down his barns in 
anticipation of a long life of leisure, and today we have the sad account of 
the rich young man who could not give up his wealth to follow Jesus. In 
the past, that has proven convenient in light of the fact that we focus on 
Stewardship this month, but today there is no “Sermon on the Amount”, 
for there are important reasons the fathers chose these gospels in this time 
of preparation for the feast of the nativity and it is to our benefit to con-
sider them, even though they don’t have anything to do with filling out a 
pledge card. 
 
In spite of all the media attention given to the ultra wealthy and how 
much of the world’s wealth is held by the top one tenth of one percent, 
the truth is that historically this disparity has more often than not been 
the norm. Rome certainly had it to a great degree, and we know the feu-
dal period had enormous differences between the landed gentry and the 
peasants. In the Renaissance wealthy families like the Medici’s held enor-
mous wealth and power, and who could forget Marie Antoinette’s infa-
mous “let them eat cake” as a sure proof of the disconnect between he 
haves and have nots? Even in America the Gilded Age in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries showed that even with a free market, 
disparity of wealth was more the norm instead of the exception. So when 
Luke focuses on the excesses and dangers of wealth he is completely in 
touch with our modern society. For all the advances in science and engi-
neering, we are still not so very different from those preceding us. 
 
Yet although the first two gospel passages mentioned previously deal 
with the oft observed callousness of the well to do, today’s passage is dif-
ferent. The rich young man is not unkind; in fact, he has listened to Moses 
and the prophets. He does not commit adultery, he does not kill, steal, or 
lie. He honors his parents. He is what many would call a good person. 
Even Jesus does not upbraid the young man; instead, He challenges him 
to do something extraordinary; namely, to leave everything behind and to 
follow Him. And we all know that was too much for the young man. 
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But what we might have missed is that Jesus was giving the young man 
to imitate Him in a way that none of His other disciples could. We re-
member that Jesus was born into poverty, and was raised in a simple life-
style, but we forget where He was before that. As the Creed says, “who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven.” We also know 
from the visions we have been given that Heaven is a glorious place, 
decorated with unimaginable riches. We know that Jesus came from 
there, but we often forget that in order to come here, He had to do exactly 
what He asked the rich young man to do. He gave it all up for us, He ac-
counted all His wealth and servants and status as nothing, forsaking it all 
so that He might help us find our way back to God and the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And thus He was asking the young man to do the same, to count 
his wealth and status as nothing, forsaking it all to alleviate the suffering 
of his fellow man and to imitate the way of God. And that sadly was 
something he was afraid to do. 
 
But why is holding on to wealth so wrong? What makes it so difficult for 
the wealthy to enter the kingdom? Part of it is certainly a desire for self-
reliance, for it is held to be a weakness to be dependent on others. Part of 
it a lack of trust that God will provide, so we seek to hoard all we can; 
and finally, part is a realization of the hardships it will entail, for eliminat-
ing wealth will leave us vulnerable. Like last weeks rich man, we want a 
life of ease, not work, but we know a life in Christ is anything but one of 
leisure. To follow Christ is to embrace a life of material hardship, because 
we look at wealth differently than the world does. It is not for conven-
ience, it is entrusted to us to use wisely for the benefit of those who are in 
need.            
 
Brothers and sisters, Thanksgiving is this Thursday, and Christmas is less 
than four weeks after that. And so in the spirit of Luke’s gospel, let us 
look at our wealth and not forget the poor. Let us not ignore Lazarus at 
our doorstep while we feast sumptuously but do something to help those 
less fortunate to have good cause to give thanks. Let us not build bigger 
houses to showcase our prosperity and relax in our leisure while others 
are in want. And let us not be afraid to give generously to the poor, sacri-
ficing at least some of our own comfort to have compassion on our fellow 
man and so imitate our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who for-
sook His high station to come into the world as a poor little babe lying in 
a manger, and thereby show us what it means to live as a child of God. To 
Him is due all glory, now and forever. Amen.       ~Deacon Frank Dickos 
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Sacraments 
Chrismations (see page at right→→) 
 

Baptism  December 12~ John Charles, son of Socrates and Sarah (Kreinbihl) Zacha-
rias. Godparent is Alexia Zacharias 
 

Marriage   November 23 ~ Ryan Conlon & Lexie (Alexandra) Volakis. Koumbara is 
Kristen Kampetis. 
 

Funerals 
November 15 ~†Fannie Zafferopoulos Age 78, beloved wife of the 
late Peter Zafferopoulos. Born in Langada, Greece, daughter of the 
late Petros and Eleni Georgilas. Loving mother, cherished grand-
mother and dear sister. Also survived by many nieces and nephews.  
 

December 7  ~†John Cominos , age 93 survived by wife Anne and 
children Spencer and Pam. 

First Steps of Christ— 

Parents of our youngest parishioners meet. 
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2020 Stewardship Cards have been mailed out. If you did 

NOT receive one, please contact the church office at 

412.833.3355 or holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org 

Chrismations 
~Amelia Papapetropoulos,  
December 8  
Sponsor is Costa Grekis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

~Catherine Sofis, November 9 
Sponsor is Nancy Sofis 
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Sermon of Emmanuel Maginas on Sunday, December 15, 2019: 
 

Today is the Sunday of the Forefathers; that is, of those who came be-
fore Christ and announced the coming of God in the flesh. This commemoration 
of the Forefathers is given to us on whatever Sunday falls two weeks before 
Christmas – specifically, on the Sunday that falls between the 11th and 17th of 
December. And it is not a coincidence that today, on the first of the two Sun-
days that prepare us for Christmas, we heard the Gospel passage of the grand 
banquet. 

Today, I would like to emphasize the Eucharistic character of this par-
able that we heard, because the Church’s primary function when it gathers to-
gether within the four walls of the church building, is to break bread, to serve 
the Eucharist. This is the grand banquet – the feast of the Kingdom of Heaven – 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

If we take this interpretation of the parable, namely that the banquet 
the Lord talks about is an icon of the Divine Liturgy, I wonder how easy it is to 
see ourselves as one of the people in this parable. How many times have we 
made excuses for not coming to a service during the week by naming what 
seems important? We have work, or a family, or we need to check on a pur-
chase? We have to cook for the kids, get them to one of their many activities, 
check on an account, call the doctor or the insurance, the list goes on and on. 

Yet, you are here today. Today, all of you put aside those things, in or-
der to partake of the banquet of Heaven. But what about on Christmas Day, 
which is just around the corner? What will we say? That we have to cook dinner 
for the family? Finish wrapping gifts, cleaning the house, letting our over-
worked spouse sleep in? Everything needs to be ready for family dinner, we 
say. These are all fine things. But what about our heavenly family? What about 
the saints and the prophets? What about the Forefathers of Christ, whom we 
celebrate today?  

They are all at the banquet. They have accepted the Godman whom they 
proclaimed beforehand. It is HE – Christ – who asks us to come here and to be 
present on Christmas – on the day that the Church has set aside to remember 
the incarnation of God – when the invisible God took on human flesh and be-
came one of us. The invitation to the banquet is there, calling us to join this fam-
ily, to sit at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the holy ones of 
God.  

But, you might think, you can partake of the Eucharist on Christmas 
Eve at the Vesperal Liturgy and be present with the saints then. Surely there is 
no need to go twice! However, as beautiful as the Christmas Eve Vesperal Lit-
urgy is, it is not the main Liturgy of the day. Just as we are invited to be pre-
sent both on Holy Saturday morning and on Pascha night – in the same way 

Christ invites us to be present both on Christmas Eve, and the next morning. Be-
cause it is on Christmas morning, at the main Liturgy of the feast, that we cele-
brate in its completeness the incarnation that the prophets announced in the 
Old Testament. The Vesperal Liturgy of the Eve is part of the prefeast, the 
preparation for the coming of the King of kings. It is good and necessary, but it 
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is not the complete fulfillment. That comes on Christmas Day. 
So what is it that makes the banquet of Christmas morning so impor-

tant? What is on the table at this grand banquet? 
Joy. How many of us want to have joy in our lives? I certainly do. “Joy 

to the world, the Lord is come.” But this joy is not that which is to be found in 
the smiles – wonderful as they are – of our family around the dinner table. 
Rather, the joy that Christ offers is the supernatural joy of his incarnation: the 
joyful proclamation that because God has become man, death no longer reigns 
over mankind. This deep-seeded joy is proclaimed to us in the readings that we 
hear from the Epistles and the Gospels when we come to Liturgy. 

Peace is the next course on the table. Do we want peace on earth, goodwill 
towards men (Luke 2:14)? The peace of Christ passes all understanding. It is not a 
worldly peace. It is the peace of the Kingdom. It is freedom from worldly cares. 
Are we too busy? Do we want a rest from these cares? If we are open to receiv-
ing it, we will find true peace at the banquet. This is what is asked of us at the 
Cherubic hymn, at each and every Liturgy: “let us lay aside the cares of this life, 
that we may receive the King of all.” True peace comes from casting our cares 
on Christ (cf. 1 Peter 5:7), and letting him take charge. 

The main course of this grand banquet is eternal life. It follows on the 
heels of the joyful proclamation that God has become man, that death no longer 
reigns. It is brought about within the peace that Christ offers. How many of us 
want to be saved? Christ tells us that if we do not eat his body and drink his 
blood we have no life in us (John 6:53). Of course we may survive in this life. But 
we will not have eternal life. This life of which Christ speaks is that which is 
offered at the banquet. It is this life of which we partook – moments ago – as we 
approached the chalice. It is a wonderful thing, and it can only be found in our 
participation and acceptance of Christ’s incarnation – in our appropriate and 
prayerful reception of the Eucharist. 

The desserts at this banquet are thanksgiving and glory. What other 
response can we give to God for his unutterable benevolence toward us, for 
feeding us with his own hand, for offering us joy, peace, and eternal life?
Thanksgiving is the literal meaning of the word Eucharist. What do we do in 
church after we receive Communion? We give thanks. The first line of the 
Thanksgiving prayers (p. 91 in the blue Liturgy book) is, “Glory to You, O 
God!” If we have experienced God’s goodness, joy, peace, and eternal life, the 
natural response is to thank him, to give glory to him. And this glory will take 
us to greater glories, as our life becomes a continual doxology, an icon of the 
banquet of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

When the newborn Christ calls us to the banquet that he prepares for us 
in the cave on Christmas morning, what will be our response? Will we make 
excuses not to be present at the banquet, like the people did in today’s Gospel 
reading? Or will we jump out of bed and hurry to meet Christ as he offers him-
self to us in the Eucharist? 

Come, let us partake of the wonderful banquet of Christ and taste the 
fruits of joy, peace, eternal life, thanksgiving, and glory. 

Amen. 
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Metropolis GOYA Basketball Tournament   

Hosted by Holy Cross 

February 21-23, 2020 
 

AD FORM 
Deadline: February 1, 2020 

 

Please attach to this form or  

email your message to 

ADGOYA2020@gmail.com 

 
Name______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 

Telephone__________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________ 
 
Ad size and amount paid: ______________________________ 
 
Please make check payable to HOLY CROSS GOYA and mail along 
with this form to:  

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church 
ATTN: Basketball Tournament 
123 Gilkeson Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228 

 
Any questions, call Denise Melis at 412.341.9264 
 
Please return no later than February 1, 2020. 
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Are you ready for some BASKETBALL?!!! 
 

Holy Cross GOYA is honored to host the  
2020 GOYA Regional Basketball Tournament 

February 21, 22, 23, 2020 
This year, there will be over 300 GOYAns participating in our tourna-
ment.  Hosting a Diocese Basketball Tournament is truly a community 
effort.  Much help and many items are needed. Please choose to help in 
whatever way you can.  In doing so, you will not only be supporting our 
youth, you will be helping Holy Cross be the best we can be in welcom-
ing our young people from our Diocese. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support! 
Sponsor: 
 

___Friday Night Social Event Snacks..$250 

___Friday Night Paper Products……...$150 

___Friday Night Beverages………….. $125 

___Saturday Night Event Snacks…… $250 

___Saturday Night Paper Products ….$150 

___Saturday Night Beverages………. $125 

Or for those desiring to make a substantially larger donation…. Various opportunities 
exist for underwriting the larger costs of renting gyms, paying referees, buying trophies 
and providing the DJ for the social events. Please contact Denise Melis 412.341.9264 
 

All donors will be acknowledged in the Tournament Program Book. 
 

Give of your time: 

Set up and Clean up ….Help set up Thursday night at 6pm, Saturday at 5pm before dance, 

   and clean up Sunday after breakfast 

Monitor Gyms….Spending 2 hours at gym representing Holy Cross to make sure everything 

   goes as planned 

Chaperone Dance….Saturday night from 8:30pm in the Community to watch young people 

   having a good time 

Score Keepers….3 hours of keeping the score book or time clock at local gyms 

Hotel Security...Walking halls at Crowne Plaza hotel Friday and Saturday nights 

Registration….Friday 4pm in the Community Center registering players 

Call Denise Melis if you would like to volunteer your time 412.341.9264 
 

I have enclosed $_______________ as a TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to Holy Cross GOYA. 

Name:____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________Email:_____________________________  

Please return this form no later then January 30, 2020.   

Holy Cross GOYA 123 Gilkeson Road Pittsburgh, PA 15228 

___Concession Stand………………..$200 

___Sunday Breakfast Food…….…...$250 

___Sunday Paper Products………... $150 

___Sunday Beverages…………...… $125 

___Coffee Supplies …………………..$150 

___Bottled water for all players……. $125 
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GOYA Fall Retreat at Camp Nazareth 
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Christmas Party at the Neighborhood Resilience Project  
 

(Formerly known as FOCUS) 
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GOYA Christmas party at Jahns’ home  
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GOYA Fundraiser  

BRING THIS FLYER!!! 
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GOYA Parent, Players and Coaches Meeting 
 

GOYA Fundraiser  

BRING THIS FLYER!!! 
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      Holy Cross        January 2020 Holy Cross        January 2020 Holy Cross        January 2020  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   31  December 

4pm Great Vespers 
5pm Matins 
6pm Divine Liturgy 
           of St. Basil 

1  1  St. Basil  2 
 
 
 
 
7pm Chant Class 

3 
10am Royal Hours 

 

6-9pm JOY Christmas/ 
Theophany Party @ 

Myers Home 
 

6-10pm College 
Student open house 
@Kallaur home 

4 Saturday before    
      Theophany 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy 

 

 
5pm Vespers 

5 Eve of Theophany 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 
12:30pm Philoptochos Board meeting  

 

 

 

6 Theophany 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 
 
 
 

7 St. John the Baptist 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

7pm General Philoptochos 
Meeting (weather permitting) 

7pm GOYA Meeting7pm GOYA Meeting 

 

   8 

 
4:30 Greek School  
6:45pm GOYA  6:45pm GOYA    

                        Basketball Basketball   

9 

 

 

 
7pm Chant Class 

10 11  

 

 

 

5pm Vespers 

12 Sunday after Theophany 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

      VASILOPITA 

Memorial  †Popi Hagelios 3 years  
Coffee Hour sponsored by the family of 
Popi Hagelios 
 

13 
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10am First Steps10am First Steps10am First Steps   
 

44--8pm GOYA Basketball 8pm GOYA Basketball 

Fundraiser at Chipotle, Fundraiser at Chipotle, 

Washington Rd. Washington Rd.   
 

15 
4:30 Greek School  

6:30pm Blanket   
             Ministry  
6:45pm GOYA  6:45pm GOYA    

                        Basketball Basketball   

 

16 

6pm 6pm   
Community Community 

NightNight 
 

17 St. Anthony 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy 

 
 
  

18 St. Athanasius  
          & Cyril 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy 

 

5pm Vespers 

19 
 8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy  

2pm JOY Diving for the Cross   
 

20 St. Euthymius 
 
 
 
6:30pm Paraclesis/ 

             Bible Study 

 
 

21   22 
 
 
 

4:30 Greek School  
6:45pm GOYA  6:45pm GOYA    

                        Basketball Basketball   

23 
 
 
 
 
7pm Chant Class 
 

24 25 11am-4pm 
Metropolis Presidents, 
Treasurers and Priests 

meeting @ St. John the 
Baptist, Youngstown, OH  
 

26 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy    

 

27 Translation of the Relics 
       of St. John Chrysostom 

6:30pm Paraclesis/ 

             Bible Study 

28 
 
 
 
 
7pm  Sts. Mary & Martha 
 

29 
 
 
4:30 Greek School  
6:45pm GOYA  6:45pm GOYA    

                        Basketball Basketball   

30 Three Hierarchs 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy 
 

7pm Chant Class 

7pm Young Prof. Cof-

fee and Conversation 

at Dickos Home 

31 1 February 
 

7pm Vespers in 
East Pittsburgh 
@Ypapanti 

GOYA Basketball in Cleveland GOYA Basketball in Cleveland  

House                               Blessings 

 House                                Blessings 

 House                                Blessings 

House                              Blessings 
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Vespers of the Nativity ~ Christmas Eve Service 
 

Tonight’s Gospel passage contains perhaps the most well known ex-
cerpt of the New Testament, thanks to one of the most beloved of holi-
day specials, “A Charlie Brown Christmas”, which premiered fifty-four 
years ago in 1965. You know the scene: Charlie Brown, frustrated with 
all the commercialization of the season, yells out, “Can anyone tell me 
what Christmas is all about?” Then Linus takes center stage and quotes 
verbatim the central section of tonight’s Gospel, taken from the second 
chapter of Luke. It remains a very powerful moment, especially so be-
cause apart from a single spotlight, it is delivered without any pretense 
or sensationalism. This is especially appropriate, given that the Lord 
chose to enter this world in very much the same manner, without any 
pretense or sensationalism, a simple and poor baby, wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger in a cave. Yet although His nativity 
was quiet and unassuming, the reaction to that event took on many 
forms. And so it seems appropriate on this night of joy and peace, to re-
flect on the various responses to our Savior’s birth and see what it 
might mean to us. 

By way of beginning, it is appropriate to mention that not all the reac-
tions to the nativity are addressed in tonight’s gospel; in particular, to-
morrow’s passage on Christmas Day picks up the story of the Magi from 
the East and the reaction of Herod to the news of the infant Christ. It 
may be that the Synaxarion for this feast also commemorates the Magi, 
but we do not hear of them tonight; instead, we see three other re-
sponses. 

The first comes from the angels, who proclaim the good tidings to the 
“shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night,” to quote the passage. And the Angel of the Lord appears in glory, 
so the the shepherds are terrified at the sight. Traditionally, the appear-
ance of an Angel was an ill omen, most often both a portent and the 
agent of God’s retribution, so it was only natural that the shepherds 
would be afraid. But after the Angel’s announcement of the good tidings, 
he is joined by a multitude of the host of Heaven, not to exact punish-
ment, but to rejoice in the grace and mystery of the incarnate God. They 
were excited, and could not refrain from expressing their great joy and 
gladness. This is unprecedented. Nowhere in the Old Testament do we 
see such a gathering, except in visions of the heavenly throne. Some-
thing amazing had to have happened for so many angels to gather. And 
it was not just for the sake of men that this occurred, for the host of 
Heaven was so astounded at what had happened, that they could not 
refrain from coming to see it for themselves. And their reaction was one 
of unbridled exuberance, singing the phrase that we still use to open the 
Great Doxology, “Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good 
will towards men.” Only then, after their praise having been proclaimed, 
do they return to Heaven. 
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Vespers of the Nativity ~ Christmas Eve Service (cont.) 
 

At this point, our attention moves to the shepherds, who find them-
selves filled with the same excitement as the angels, for instead of dis-
cussing amongst themselves what had happened and returning to their 
tasks, went as the passage says “with haste” to find Mary, Joseph, and 
the child, and after relating what had happened to them in the same 
manner as the angels, returned to where they had been with great re-
joicing. So as it turns out, the first and second reactions are the same. 
Both the angels and the shepherds rush to witness the unprecedented 
event of God incarnate, and having beheld the great mystery, return 
singing praises to God. And it was fitting and proper that they should do 
this. 

But there is one response left, and it is profoundly different. For after 
Mary hears the shepherd’s tale, we read simply that she “kept all these 
things, pondering them in her heart.” No outward rejoicing, but instead 
a quiet reflection on the miracle at hand. It’s not that she was unaware 
of what had happened; after all, she was the one who had acquiesced to 
the incarnation nine months prior when she said “behold the handmaid 
of the Lord. Let it be done to me according to your word.” It was she 
who had responded to Elizabeth’s greeting with the Magnificat. She cer-
tainly knew that of which the shepherds spoke. But instead of acknowl-
edging their story with corroboration of her own, she chooses simply to 
ponder quietly and tenderly on the mystery without any fanfare. And 
being the one who is greater than any angel, being “more honored than 
the Cherubim, and incomparably more glorious than the Seraphim” she 
shows us another and perhaps better way. 

This is the lesson for us to take home this evening, my brothers and sis-
ters. For in partaking of the Eucharist, we now carry the infant Christ 
within ourselves. And the Virgin mother by her example invites us to 
follow her by quietly pondering on what has happened. Not that it is 
wrong to glorify God in song and voice; after all, we joyfully proclaim 
the Resurrection on Great and Holy Pascha. But tonight, let us try an-
other way, the way of quiet reflection. On this silent and holy night, con-
sider and imitate the Panagia. You have partaken of the precious gifts. 
God Himself now dwells within you. Cradle the Lord Jesus whom you 
have taken into yourself. Think upon Him tenderly. Pour your love qui-
etly and peacefully into He who nurtures your life with His own, with 
His very body and blood. There will be other times to sing praises to 
Him; tonight, let the mystery of the Christ child be something you keep 
and ponder in your heart. And see for yourselves how meek and humble 
the Lord of all things is. Christ is Born! To Him be all glory, now and for-
ever, Amen. 

~Deacon Frank  
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Christmas Pageant  
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Emmanuel Maginas’ Sermon from Christmas Day 
 

This past Saturday, December 21, was the winter solstice – the first day of win-
ter, and the shortest day of the year. The days are now getting longer and warmer. 
J Really?, we might ask. Are the days this week any longer than they were last 
week? No. It doesn’t feel like the days are longer, but they are indeed getting 
longer, and they will continue to get longer until the summer solstice. It is not a 
coincidence that the Feast of the Nativity of Christ was placed where it was – just 
as the days begin to get longer, just as the sun begins to shine more brightly. 

Christ is referred to as the Orient from on high, or, in another translation, the 
Dawn from above. He is the Sun of Righteousness, risen with healing in his wings 
(Malachi 4:2). The physical sun, while very clearly not God, points us to Christ, the 
Sun of Righteousness.  

Christ became man, in order to bring a spiritual dawn to humanity. Humankind 
was covered by the darkness of sin, and lay in the corruption of death. We do not 
focus today on a cute, chubby, helpless “baby Jesus.” We see in the infant born to-
day the Son of God made flesh, and we also look forward to Pascha. In the hymns 
of the days leading up to Christmas we hear echoes of the hymns of Holy Week. In 
the icon, we see echoes of the Tomb: Christ lies here in swaddling clothes, in a 
manger inside a cave in the rock. Later on he will be wrapped in grave clothes, and 
will lie on a stone slab, in a Tomb that was hewn out of the rock. But why? Why 
does the Church give us these very vivid and unmistakable comparisons? Why do 
the hymnology and the iconography of Christmas echo those of Holy Week and 
Pascha? 

Many of the Fathers of the Church (e.g. St. John of Damascus, St. Maximus the 
Confessor, St. Nicodemus the Hagiorite) tell us that before all eternity, God the 
Father willed for the incarnation of his Son to happen. The incarnation was pre-
ordained before the creation of the world, in order that created humanity might be 
united to the Divinity and thus itself deified. The incarnation is not a consequence 
of the Fall. What was added to the plan of the incarnation after the Fall was the 
Crucifixion of the Son of God in the flesh, and his subsequent Resurrection. Thus, 
from the very moment of Christ’s pure and seedless conception by the Theotokos, 
and of his birth in the little town of Bethlehem, those with the eyes of faith can see 
that the spiritual Sun has begun to dawn, that the journey toward our deification 
and immortality has just begun, though it may not feel any brighter yet. The com-
plete fulfillment will not be realized until Pascha. 

TODAY, in the darkness of winter, the Sun of Righteousness begins to dawn. 
TODAY, in the dead of winter, the flower of incorruption has begun to blossom. 
TODAY begins the gradual thaw of our frozen nature. 
TODAY that which was willed before the ages, comes to pass. The ageless one is 

born in time.  
TODAY God becomes man, allowing man to become divine (St. Athanasius the 

Great). 
Let us rejoice at this wonderful day, knowing that our salvation is at hand. 

Christ has come in the flesh. He is approachable. He offers himself to us. He rises in 
the darkness of our hearts. Let us accept the dawn today, and await the coming 
destruction of death and Christ’s Resurrection from the dead.  

 
Christ is born! Glorify him!    



 

32  

 

Greek  

School  

Christmas 

Party 
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Philoptochos Christmas Party 
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Youth Caroling 
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Youth Caroling 
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Young Professionals Caroling 
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Youth of all ages welcome! 



 

 43 



 

44  

News Release 

Date: December 23, 2019 

Prot. No. 871 

+ BARTHOLOMEW 
By God’s Mercy  

Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch 
To the plenitude of the Church 

Grace, mercy and peace from the newborn Savior Christ in Bethlehem 
  
Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
            Having once again arrived at the great feast of the Lord’s Nativ-
ity, we glorify with hymn and spiritual song the One who emptied Him-
self for our sake and assumed our flesh so that He might redeem us 
from captivity to evil and open the gates of paradise to the human race. 
The Church of Christ rejoices as it liturgically experiences the whole 
mystery of Divine Economy and receives a foretaste of the glory of the 
eschatological kingdom, offering a good and godly witness to faith, 
hope and love in the world. 
            The character of the Church, while “not of this world,” does not 
isolate the Church from historical and social reality, but inspires and 
strengthens its witness. The Church, then, ever in reference to the eternal 
destiny of man, serves his existential needs, pouring out, like the Good 
Samaritan, “oil and wine” on his wounds, becoming a “neighbor” for 
everyone “who falls among thieves” (cf. Luke 10.25–37), healing contem-
porary “cultural illnesses” and illuminating people’s minds and hearts. 
As the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the faithful, spirituality 
means witnessing in word and deed to the hope that is in us and has 
nothing to do with barren introversion. The Holy Spirit is the giver of 
life, the source of goodness, the bestower of gifts, life and light. The 
Christian is a human being that is afire, loves God, humanity and 
beauty, active and creative. 
            The Gospel of the Nativity is again heard this year in a cultural 
environment where supreme value is attributed to “individual rights.” 
Self-centeredness and the deceit of self-realization diminish social integ-
rity, weaken the spirit of fellowship and solidarity, and objectivize inter-
personal relations. Unrestricted emphasis on economy and seculariza-
tion deepen the existential vacuum and lead to the diminishment of 
man’s creative forces. 
            The Church cannot possibly ignore these developments, whose 
consequences are primarily endured by our youth through the enchant-
ing mechanism of technology and the manifold promises of “false para-
dises.” The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church (Crete, 
2016) emphatically invited our youth “to become aware that they are 
bearers and at the same time the continuation of the ancient and blessed 
tradition of the Orthodox Church,” to actively participate in the life of 
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the Church, “to courageously preserve and dynamically cultivate the 
eternal values of Orthodoxy in order to convey the life-giving witness of 
Christianity.” (Encyclical, § 8–9) 
            In this same spirit, adhering to the exhortation of the Holy and 
Great Council but also in light of the recent election and enthronement 
of the new Archbishops of America, Australia and Thyateira-Great Brit-
ain for three large Eparchies of the Ecumenical Throne in the Diaspora, 
we declare 2020 as the “year of spiritual renewal and due concern for the 
youth,” inviting all our clergy and faithful to participate in and support 
this inspiring effort. 
            We aspire to the advancement of a “dialogical pastoral ministry” 
with imagination and vision, with unshakable faith in the eternally flow-
ing grace of God and confidence in the power of human freedom. This 
pastoral ministry is centered on human persons and must turn young 
people away from “seeking their own interests” and “pleasing them-
selves” to a love that “does not seek its own” and “is pleasing to God,” 
from “material goods” to “the only One who is good,” from “endless 
needs” to the “one thing that alone is needed,” thereby contributing to 
the promotion of everyone’s charismas. Our truly free self is born by of-
fering our self. 
            The foundation of the Christian conscience’s awakening remains 
to this day the experience and understanding of the meaning of Chris-
tian worship as well as its communal, Eucharistic and eschatological 
character. Young people must recognize that the Church is not a “union 
of Christians” but the “Body of Christ.” We call the reverend clergy of 
the Holy Great Church of Christ throughout the world to a “kenotic” 
pastoral mobilization. We should not wait for our young men and 
women to come to us, but we should reach out to them ourselves, not as 
judges but as friends, in imitation of the “good shepherd,” who “gives 
his life for his sheep” (John 10.11). A shepherd is always vigilant and on 
guard, aware of the pastoral needs of the youth and their social environ-
ment in order to act accordingly. His pastoral intervention draws inspi-
ration and direction from the tradition of the Church, offering young 
people not merely “support” but the “truth” of freedom “to which 
Christ has set us free.” (Gal. 5.1) 
            With these thoughts, we devoutly worship the Holy Child of 
Bethlehem and wish all of you from the festive Phanar a blessed Holy 
Twelvetide as well as a fruitful new year of our Lord, invoking on you 
the life-giving grace and great mercy of our Savior Christ, who conde-
scended to the human race, the “God with us.” 
  
  

Christmas 2019 
Your fervent supplicant before God 
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 

8-10 East 79th St. New York, NY 10075-0106  

Tel: (212) 570-3530 Fax: (212) 774-0237 

www.goarch.org - Email: communications@goarch.org 

ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHRISTMAS 2019 ENCYCLICAL 

Protocol No. 68/19 
December 25, 2019 

The Nativity of Christ 
 
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the reverend priests and deacons, the 
monks and nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Or-
thodox family in America 
  
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
  
            Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 

            We rejoice in the Lord on this blessed Feast of the Nativity, for 
we proclaim in the hymns of the feast, “Heaven and earth are united 
today, for Christ is born!” (Great Compline)  In a divine and won-
drous act of His abundant grace, God has bowed the heavens until 
they touched the earth.  All creation rejoices, for the love of the Crea-
tor has been revealed.  The gates of Paradise have been reopened, 
and God’s plan for our salvation is made known.  The manger has 
become the throne of the Cherubim, for our God has clothed Himself 
in created flesh. 
  
            Throughout all the world, Orthodox Christians proclaim this 
truth through our worship.  We continue to share that through the 
Holy Nativity, the Word is made manifest and dwells among us.  God 
has spoken to us through a Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom He also created the world. (Hebrews 1:2)  Today, He has 
come for our salvation.  Christ has entered our humanity.  The glori-
ous Light of heaven now shines upon the earth, illuminating the 
hearts and minds of all who receive Him. 

tel:%28212%29%20570-3530
tel:%28212%29%20774-0237
http://www.goarch.org/
mailto:communications@goarch.org
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            As we gather to offer our praise and thanksgiving to God, 
heaven and earth continue to be united.  They are united just as the 
angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds with the good news of 
the birth of Christ.  The heavens were opened, and suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he 
is pleased!” (Luke 2:13-14)  Today, heaven and earth are united, just as 
the wise men from the East saw His star as a sign of the birth of the 
King of the Jews and came to worship Him. 
  
            Today, our world needs the light of the birth of Christ to shine 
in the darkness.  Our world needs to see that in Christ heaven and 
earth are united, offering to all the grace of God, salvation, and the 
true nature of our being and purpose. His glorious birth unites 
heaven and earth by restoring our communion with God, overcom-
ing the alienation caused by sin; and this divine revelation shows us 
the way to be transformed in the image and likeness of God.  By be-
ing born in the flesh, Christ reveals the path to holiness, to the unifi-
cation of heaven and earth within each one of us. 
  
            On this blessed and sacred day, may we rejoice together in the 
presence of Christ our Lord, who through His love for us was born of 
the Virgin Mary and is now crowned with glory and honor.  I also 
ask that on this day and those that follow into a new year, that each 
of you commit to offering through your lives a witness of the unifica-
tion of heaven and earth.  Christ is born! We are called to glorify Him 
in all that we do.  We must be like the shepherds who, after seeing 
Christ, returned, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard 
and seen. (Luke 2:20)  On this glorious Feast may we be inspired in 
seeing that heaven and earth are united, and may we go out and give 
Glory to God in the Highest and share the wondrous news of His birth 
for our salvation! 
  

With paternal love in Christ, 
 
 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 
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