HOLY CRO
CROSS ROARS

Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross,

Christ is in our midst! He is and shall always be!

We have been blessed at Holy Cross over these past diffi-
cult six months with an unwavering sense of purpose. We have a
strong sense of community seeking to reach out and help those
who are in need. I have witnessed countless acts of mercy and
love to those who are struggling economically, emotionally, and
spiritually. I rejoice as your priest who is blessed to witness
God’s love in action through His people. Can we do more? Of
course! Can we repent more? Without question! Can we strive
to be more humble and loving? May it be blessed!!! Our walk
and journey with God and the many challenges we encounter is
helping us be more faithful, more intentional, and more resource-
ful. May we embrace the new Church year with a sense of re-
newal and commitment.

“Insofar as you did it unto the least of these My brethren, you did
unto Me,” says the Lord. (Mt. 25:40) It is the same in the giving of
alms as it is in receiving Holy Communion. In Communion, un-
der the form of bread and wine, we receive the living Lord Christ
Himself; when giving alms, in giving to the poor we give to the
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GRECKFOODSALE

ONLINEORDER WITH CURBSIDE PICKUP ONLY

September 11 and 12, 2020
11:30am to 7:30pm

Dear Holy Crass Parishioners,

‘Our “Online Food Fair’is quickly approaching, and we are still in need of volunteers to
assist with food prep and sales.

The schedule for food preparation is as follows:
Wednesday, September 9~ 9am- 7pm (Moussaka /Pastichio)
Thursday, September 10 9am- 7pm (Rice Pudding and pastry sampler packing)

The schedule for food sales shifts is as follows:
Friday, September 11 9am - 3pm and 3pm - 8pm
Saturday, September 12 9am - 3pm and 3pm - 8pm

Please plan to volunteer for as long as your schedule permits, whether it is for an or
two or all day. All volunteers are kindly asked fo register for the times they are avail-
able fo assist. It is very important that we track of the number of people in the building
- atthe same time in order to adhere ts COVID-19 requlations. Therefore, only those
who register will be allowed on the premises.

“Call, text or email Takis at: 412.780.3363 or etakis@yahoo.com to register to volunteer.

Mast importantly, we ask ALL Parishioners to assist in making this event a success by
ordering their September 11 and 12 weekend meals from the “Online Food Fair'menu.
Plan "Greek Night” in the comfort of your own home with family and friends and leave
. the cooking to us. All orders must be placed online, and no walk in ordering will be
- allowed. You will be able to place your order during the week of Auqust 24, with
curbside pick up on September 11 and 12. Placing your order in advance will uarantee
your order, and will greatly assist our cooking team in knowing how much food fo
prepare. Orders can be placed on the church website, or by visifing:

.. www.pghGreelfgod.com

¥
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Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228
Crossroads, published monthly Volume 20 Issue 9
Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 1, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh

The mission of Holy Cross is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian faith and
traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline and customs of the Church.

Fr. Michael Kallaur, Economos

Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter

Dn. Frank Dickos, Deacon

Emmanuel Maginas, Pastoral Assistant
Nena Jovonovich, Secretary

Website: holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org
Office (412) 833-3355 FAX (412) 833-3357
Community Center Phone:(412) 854-6001
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

Organizations & Committees

Church School Jennifer Moorcroft (412) 626-9143
Philoptochos Elaine Sofis (412)344-7046

Philoptochos Connie Carahalis ~ (412) 561-4783

Membership

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276-5002
[Angels Christine Peters  (724) 693-9290

Garden of Love Stacie Metrose (412) 833-5164
(412) 561-2892
(412) 343-8355

Kristina Gzikowski (412) 257-5015

Didra Kirschner
Greek School

Junior Dance

Dena Yamalis

Senior Dance Georgia Yamalis (412) 728-2259
Choir Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418
First Steps Denise Sokos (412) 257-1610
JOY Christine Chapas ~ (724) 986-2082

Young Professionals Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418

GOYA Denise Melis (412) 341-9264

Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik (412) 833-9423
Rene Koett (412) 831-3142

Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 941-8699

House Committee  Konrad Mayr (412) 877-7780
Building Comm. (412) 831-7997

Sts. Mary & Martha Adrienne Dickos  (412) 833-4980

John Conomos

*Services:
Sundays: 8:15am Orthros
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Mondays: 6:30pm Paraclesis
7:30 pm Bible Study
W eekdays: 8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
Saturdays: Vespers spm

*See monthly calendar for all services.

2020
Parish Council
Stephanie Kladakis, President
Konrad Mayr, Vice President
Nicholas Chakos, Financial Secretary

Jennifer Liokareas, Treasurer
Joy Palonis, Secretary
Dena Galie
John Hoenig
Frank Kalogeris
Bob Kirschner
Jordan Nicholas
Emanuel Panos
Deno Pappas
Bill Poutous
George Sokos
Georgia Yamalis

Funeral/Memorial information: Use of the
Community Center is available for parishioner fu-
neral lunches at no charde. Parishioners may con-
tact any caterer they choose to purchase and pre-
pare their Makaria (Mercy Meal).

Contact the church office for suddestions if you
need a referral.

For Rollyva, you may bring your own or contact
Denise Melis directly (412) 341-9264.

CI% Coffee Hour fellowship is an

extension of our Divine Liturgy!
Please dather with family, Roumbari
or friends to sponsor/prepare one
Sunday. See the calendar on website

for open dates, and call the
church office to confirm. !
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Living Lord Christ Himself. There was a man in Constantin-
ople who had a rare compassion. Going through the streets of
the city, he put his gift into the hands of the poor and immedi-
ately went on his way, to avoid hearing their thanks and be-
coming known. When one of his friends asked him how he
had become so compassionate, he replied: ‘One day in
Church, I heard the priest say that what we give to the poor
we give into the hands of the Lord Christ Himself. I did not
believe this, thinking that it could not be so, Christ being in
heaven. Once, though, on the way home, I saw a poor man
standing in the beggar’s place - and the face of Christ shinning
over his head. Someone passed by and gave the beggar a
piece of bread, and I saw the Lord stretch out His hand, take
the bread and bless the giver. From that moment, I have al-
ways seen that Face over the heads of beggars, and therefore,
with great fear, I give all the alms I can.””

(From The Prologue, Vol. 3 pg. 345. St. Nikolai Velimirovic)

Wishing you much joy and peace in the new Church Year!
With love and prayers,
Fr. Michael

Below, please find a message from His Grace Bishop Thomas
of the Antiochian Archdiocese and his message on the begin-
ning of the New Church Year!

“You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip
with abundance.” Psalm 65:11
I greet each of you in the name of our Savior the Lord Jesus
Christ as we embark upon a new church year. The Lord grants
us to see the dawn of another new year for our repentance,
nothing else. It is not given carelessly or frivolously. Because it
is God’s gift to us, we will have to give an account of how we
spend the gift freely given to us.

The one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church is the ark of sal-
vation as well as a hospital for our spiritual ills. Within the life
and daily routine of the Church, a precise course of therapy is
provided for those seeking spiritual restoration. This course of




therapy is laid out for us in the calendar of the Church, since
every event of the Church calendar has an application to the
individual spiritual life — of the transformed state in which
Christians shall appear at the end of the world, and in some
measure even before then. We need only recall the recently
celebrated Feast of the Holy Transfiguration, which reveals to
us a foreshadowing of future glory which is celebrated in this
Feast. The Holy Church comforts her children by showing
them that after the temporary sorrows and deprivations with
which this earthly life is filled, the glory of eternal blessedness
will shine forth; and in it even the body of the righteous will
participate.

This therapeutic course is particularly evident in the first two
feasts of the new year - the Nativity of the most holy Theoto-
kos and the Exaltation of the Precious Cross. These feasts are
inextricably linked, for the agreement of the Theotokos neces-
sarily means the cross and an acceptance of suffering as the
path to purification, illumination, and theosis. As the new year
dawns, the Church teaches us that obedience to God’s holy
will - as we see so perfectly lived in the life of the Theotokos -
is the path of the Cross which is our own exaltation and salva-
tion.

This therapeutic economy is laid out for us in the Church cal-
endar, exemplified in the life of the most holy Theotokos, and
accomplished in the Lord Christ’s being lifted up on the Cross.

As the new year dawns, let us renew our efforts to work out
our salvation through the tools the holy Orthodox Church pro-
vides us. May the most holy Theotokos protect you and may
the thrice holy God bless you and give you strength. Auxiliary
Bishop, Diocese of Oakland, Charleston, and the Mid-Atlantic

By o

Rt. Rev. Bishop THOMAS (Joseph)
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Oakland, Charleston, and the Mid-Atlantic

?===========================ﬁ
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Dear Holy Cross Sunday School families,

We are hoping to offer in-person catechetical instruction this fall, al-
beit in a slightly modified format.

Starting in September, we will be holding two simultaneous Divine
Liturgies each Sunday (in the church and the community center). This
will ensure that everyone who wants to come to church for any ser-
vice is able to do so. After Holy Communion, students will be dis-
missed to their Sunday School classrooms in the usual manner.

Our parish's Church School teachers are committed to continuing to educate
their students in the Faith. We want to hear from YOU (parents) if you feel
comfortable sending your children for in-person instruction. Please fill out
the Sunday School registration at http://www.holycrosspgh.org/sunday-school

IMPORTANT: This year it is especially necessary to register your child
(ren), even if you are a returning family. Having an accurate count of chil-
dren who plan to attend will ensure that we can arrange proper classroom
sizes, and also allow for recommended social distancing measures. PLEASE
sign up your child(ren) as soon as possible. Registration deadline is Mon-
day, September 7. Church School will begin on Sunday, September 13.

While exact details remain to be worked out, here are some of the tentative
plans for this fall:
4 & 5 year old classes will combine (there will be no 3 year old class this year);
Utilizing the largest indoor spaces possible, to allow for proper social distancing,
Outdoor instruction for some grade levels when feasible (weather permitting),
Thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting all used rooms and areas prior to each
Sunday;
Encouraging the wearing of face coverings during classes.
Further suggestions or concerns may be directed to any of the following
members of parish leadership:
Fr. Michael Kallaur, Proistamenos: mhkallaur@gmail.com
Emmanuel Maginas, Pastoral Assistant: emmanuelmaginas@gmail.com
Jennifer Moorcroft, Church School director: jennifermoorcroft@msn.com

Sincerely,

Emmanuel Maginas

Pastoral Assistant

Holy Cross Church, Pittsburgh
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Holy Cross Philoptochos September News Letter

There was no Philoptochos meeting in August.

Our next general Philoptochos meeting will be Tuesday, September 1 at
7pm via Zoom. The Zoom link will be sent to Philoptochos members via
email prior to the meeting. I hope that you can attend our virtual meeting.

Stephanie Myers, Parish Council President, will be the Zoom administrator.

There will be NO Holy Cross Feast Day Luncheon in September and NO
Philoptochos Autumn Food Fair in October.

The next two general Philoptochos meetings via Zoom will be Tuesdays,
October 6 & November 3 at 7pm with Stephanie Myers as the administra-
tor. It will be the same Zoom link as September and will be resent prior to
the meetings. Please mark your calendars. There will be NO Decenber meeting.

Thank you to Demetra (Mimi) Kontoulis, a volunteer with Circle of An-
gels, who delivered beautiful orchids to those in nursing homes and home-
bound. Thank you to Kathy Pyros who continues to take donated food
and household goods to Neighborhood Resilience Project. Thank you to
our generous Holy Cross parishioners of thinking of those in need.

I hope that everyone has had a healthy, safe and fun summer!
Thank you for your continuing support of Philoptochos.

We hope to “see” you on Tuesday, September 1, 7pm at our Zoom Gen-
eral Philoptochos meeting.

Reminders, Announcements and Updates will be sent via-email to
our members.

Elaine Sofis, Philoptochos President
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To our Holy Cross Family,

Due to the pandemic, the annual Holy Cros

October 4th, 2021. With God’s blessings it
bigger and better than ever!

A reminder to our 2019 Gofers:
Use your rain vouchers.

The Holy Cross Golf Co

«
~©




[ I A A W A A W

- HOLY CROSS
- GREEK SCHOOL

begins

% Wednesday, September 23rd
at 4:30pm

Holy Cross Greek School will begin its new academic year on
Wednesday, September 23rd. Greek School meets every
Wednesday from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. There will be classes for
beginners in the Conversational Class and our traditional First
thru Sixth Grades. The adult class meets on Wednesdays 5-
6:30pm.

Please contact Dena Yamalis prior to first day to pre-register
via e-mail at dyamalis@comcast.net or phone
412.343.8355 She can answer any questions you may

% have. Adults can register the first day of class.

Having an accurate count of children who plan to attend wiill
ensure that we can arrange proper classroom sizes, and also
allow for recommended social distancing measures, just as is
being done for church school classes (see page 6).

Bring your children to learn our language and enjoy a won-
derful fellowship.

On Wednesday, September 23 there will be Student Registra-
tion for Greek School, a beginning of the year School blessing
(Agiasmos), class assignment and book distribution.
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Dear JOY families,

Please save the date for:

What: 2020-2021 JOY Kickoff
When:  Sunday, September 20 at 3pm
Where: The Urso home
1200 Newbury Highland, Bridgeville
Who:  All Holy Cross JOY kids
(2nd-6th grades) and their families
(please spread the word )

We are grateful to Mark and Annie Urso for offer-
ing us the opportunity to hold a JOY kickoff party
at their home. The majority of activities will take
place outdoors, weather permitting.

Please RSVP to:

Annie Urso (annieurso2@gmail.com) and/or
Emmanuel Magina(emmanuelmaginas@gmail.com),
if you plan to attend.

We are hoping to be able to offer some in-person
parish ministries this upcoming school year, al-
beit in a slightly modified form due to the pan-
demic. I will communicate as future events are
scheduled. Feel free to reach out to me (via phone
or email) with any suggestions you may have.
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Gerontissa Taxiarchia memorial August 3, 2020
at Saxonburg Monastery




Dear Holy Cross Family,

What a joy it has been to see many familiar faces these last few weeks at our
Sunday Liturgies.

As attendance starts to pick back up, we ask that moving forward, you notify us
of your attendance in advance by the THURSDAY BEFORE, using the RSVP
links below. Having your RSVP in advance will help us to anticipate headcount
and plan accordingly to determine if a second Liturgy will be needed.

No need to wait for confirmation this time. Simply RSVP below on the date(s)
you plan on attending.

Sunday, September 6th - Divine Liturgy
https://www.sicnupgenius.com/go0/9040A4AA4A92DA3F85-sundav4

Sunday, September 13th - Divine Liturgy
https://www.signupgenius.com/g0/9040A4AA4A92DA3F85-sundav5

Monday, September 14th - Divine Liturgy/Feast of the Holy Cross
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4A A4A92D A3F85-sunday8

Sunday, September 20th - Divine Liturgy
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA4A92D A3F85-sunday6

Sunday, September 27th - Divine Liturgy
https://www.signupgenius.com/g0/9040A4AA4A92D A3F85-sundav’

You may also call Nena at the office (412) 833-3355 to log your RSVP. Please
do this by the THURSDAY before the Sunday Liturgy you plan on attending.

Thank you in advance for your time and participation.
Holy Cross Parish Council

N e e e X

To receive email updates from Holy Cross,
please send an email to

holycrosspit@mail.qoarch.org
to be added.

R e e X
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Emmanuel Maginas's sermon from Sunday, August 23, 2020

Today we heard a parable about forgiveness (The Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant: Matthew 18:23-35). The Lord tells the story of a man
who owed a king ten thousand talents. Ten thousand talents was a lot of
money — about three and a half billion U.S. dollars in today’s economy
(according to Dr. Jud Davis). And the king was demanding his money
back, threatening to sell even the man's wife and children into slavery.
Now I think we can feel compassion — at least on some level — for the man
and understand why he would beg for the king to have patience. He asked
for an extension: “Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you
all” (Matthew 18:26 NKJV & RSV).

But the king didn’t give him an extension. Instead he released him
and pardoned him the debt entirely. St. John Chrysostom tells us that the
king had wished to forgive him from the beginning, threatening the servant
only to bring about his repentance. But what did that servant turn around
and do? He went out and found a fellow servant who owed Aim 100 de-
narii. This was a significant sum — about $6000. Ordinarily, he would have
had the right to demand repayment. However, he was just forgiven three
and a half billion dollars. Who is %e to insist that he be repaid six thou-
sand? This was so clearly malicious that his fellow servants reported it to
the king. No longer did the king threaten to sell him into slavery — he de-
livered him to the torturers, until he should pay the debt. There is no way
to work or earn in some way $3.5 billion while being tortured, so this was a
life sentence to the dungeon. The parable finishes with a very sobering
warning: “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother from your heart” (Matthew 18:35 RSV).

So I'd like to talk a little about forgiveness: what it is, and what it is
not.

When we talk about certain virtues in the Church, we can easily
conflate a virtue with a feeling: we say we know Christ loves us because
we feel good when we come to church; we say we love another person be-
cause we feel an emotional connection to him or her; in the case of for-
giveness, we say that we have forgiven someone because the hard feelings
have gone away.

How often have we heard someone say (or we may have said it
ourselves), “I’ll forgive that person but I will never forget what they did to
me.” At its essence this sentiment is expressing, “I can’t make myself feel
good about this person because the wound is still too deep.”

There are two Greek words that are often translated into English as
“forgiveness.” One is cuyympnoig, which literally means “to make room
for” someone, to allow someone to come into your space. This is what we
usually mean when we say the English word “forgiveness.”

12
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However, the word that the Lord uses in the Gospel today
1s dpeotc (OVT® Kol O TP Hov O EMOVPAVIOG TOMoEL DUV, EAV U dpijTe
€KA0TOGC TM ASEAPD aTOD ATO TAV KAPIBY VUMDV T TOPATTOUNTO OVTAV. SO
My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does
not forgive his brother his trespasses. — Matthew 18:35 NKJV). This
word, doeoig, has the connotation of letting something go; of pardoning an
offense, as if it had never been committed (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon).

This gives us another angle with which to interpret the Lord’s
warning: we will be sentenced to eternal torture if we do not forgive our
brethren from our heart — if we do not let the grievances go; if we do not
forgive the debt that is owed to us by our fellow-servants.

Let’s think for a minute about the ultimate act of forgiveness: the
Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ: “Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they do” (Luke 23:34 NKJV). Christ forgave those who
were actively responsible for his Crucifixion by asking his Father to loose
the debt they owed for crucifying God incarnate. Through his Crucifixion,
however, he also forgave the sins of the whole world, and let them go. He
remitted a debt that humanity owed to God. This remission was not ac-
complished by some sort of fuzzy “forgiveness emotion” that he made
himself feel on the Cross. The Cross did not make it “all better.” On the
contrary, the Cross was the greatest shame, the shame that God wore on
our behalf. And it was through that bearing of shame that he let go of our
sins.

Forgiveness is hard. It can be excruciating. It certainly was on the
Cross. It does not mean a fuzzy feeling of “it’s all right [insert heart emoji
here].” But it does mean forcing ourselves to let the wrongs go, and making
space for the other in our heart. This is noroptional. It is a command: to
forgive each other. And it is a sober warning from the Lord himself today,
that if we do not forgive our brother from our heart, from the center of our
being, neither will we be forgiven. God will not let our sins go, if we do
not let go of the debts owed us by our fellow human beings.

How is this possible? How can we let the debt go? By acting as
though it is gone, even if we do not feel that way. The feeling flows from
the action, not the other way around. If someone has hurt you but you
have forgiven them (or are trying to forgive them), smile anyway. Wish
them well — even if they are not willing to accept it. Do something nice for
them. After acting in these concrete ways, then, and only then, will we be in
a place to feel as though the debt is actually gone — because it will be gone.
We will have let it go. We will have responded to Christ’s command to
forgive.

May we allow God’s forgiveness to flow through us as we let go of
the grievances that we hold against them.

Amen.

13
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E FROM MANHATTAN TO MAYALAND: ONE CHURCH
) IN TWO WORLDS August 24, 2020 by Father John Chakos

g i % The original St. Nicholas

[ : W in the shadow of the

8. 1 pne Twin Towers/g
Begel W ; i ;
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§< = - °N St. Nicholas at
a
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E In another distant world, one deaf to the sound of the ticker tape
) and engines of economic power, the world-class city where 800
E languages are spoken and 8 million people live in close quarters,
) we descend southward to the remote rural town of Mayaland,

) |ocated in an area that was once the cradle of Mayan civilization.
) For its 6,000 or so inhabitants life was a daily struggle for sur-

) vival, caught up as they were in a brutal civil war (1960-1996) be-

g tween the Guatemalan military and guerrilla forces. Because of



https://www.thewordfromguatemala.com/author/frjohn7/
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g them, representatives from three communities initiated a search.
;) After a year of dialogue with Fr. Evangelos Pata, they decided to
g join the Orthodox Church on January 22, 2011.

1) The spiritual direction taken by these humble and “rebellious”

g folk cost them dearly. The flames of persecution, fanned by their
) former co-religionists, gave rise to hateful accusations of not be-
) longing to a real church, just another cult, of being false prophets
i) and followers of the Antichrist. Confusion ensued and many left
}) the movement, leaving only 12 families, with no place to meet.

E In 2013, with the help of Father Andres Giron, the members were
) able to purchase a piece of land. The Mayaland community grew
g again, and a makeshift, shanty-like church, held together by

7)) wooden slats and covered by metal sheeting over a dirt floor,

) arose on the new site. This was only the beginning of their resur-
%) gence, because of one compelling Mayan attribute- fervent

1) prayer. In the midst of their ground zero, and as survivors of

g genocidal warfare against their kind, they remained faithful to

) Christ, and He heard their plea.

(i
B Above: Church members gather to
share their hopes for a new church

——

 Left: The newly purchased land is
measured for future development
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The Mayaland faithful
in prayer

|| The first church
= structure in
- Mayaland

%

) In April of 2018, an anonymous donor asked to sponsor the
E building of a church in Guatemala, dedicated to the Theotokos.
;) This donation seeded the start of a drive to build “La Santa Pro-
E teccion de la Teotocos.” Today, this beautiful Byzantine church,
arising from the carnage and dislocation of a 36 year-old civil
a
%) war, and nearing completion, cost less than one percent of the 85
E million needed to build St. Nicholas at Ground Zero in Manhat-
t) tan. In so many and varied ways the two worlds stand in stark
) contrast to each other, but the basic theme remains the same- out
i) Of the cruelty of great tragedy, a resilient faith in Christ can over-
5) comes and heal a broken and wounded world. Though uniquely
E diverse through language, culture, ethnicity, the accident of his-
tory and circumstance in life, the Orthodox people of Manhattan
a
) and Mayaland can boast of the one thing they share in common-
that rist is all and in all” (col. 3:11) through the One, Holy,
h“Ch"ll din all” (col. 3:11) th h the One, Hol
7)) Catholic and Apostolic Church. May we remain faithful to its
g precepts and rise with Christ to the challenge of His invincible

) calling.
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Marking Time: On the Beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year
by Fr. Philip LeMasters

Have you ever noticed the ways we mark the passage of time in our lives? Since
my “day job” is in a university, I usually think in terms of semesters and academic
years. Many of us may look back to “the good old days” when we remember life
being better or look ahead to a time when we are done with school or able to re-
tire. Perhaps family life was better or worse for us in the past or the economy or
the world situation was more or less to our liking. One way or another, we will
find a way to make sense of how our lives fit into a larger scheme of time.

Jesus Christ began His ministry by announcing that a new phase of time had
begun. No, He was not talking about a new season of the year or the rule of a
new emperor. Instead, the Lord proclaimed that He Himself is the fulfillment of
all the hopes and dreams of the Old Testament prophets for the fullness of time,
for the presence of God’s Kingdom. The word “messiah” means “anointed one,”
and He is truly the One anointed to preach the good news of salvation to poor,
brokenhearted, blind, and captive humanity. This Second Adam has come to set
right everything set wrong by the first Adam, to usher us into a new life in
which our self-inflicted spiritual wounds, and all their unhappy consequences,
are healed. By restoring us to the dignity of the children of God in the divine
likeness, the Lord’s salvation strikes at the heart of why people fear, oppress,
abuse, and violate one another in the world as we know it. By making us partici-
pants in His life, Christ enables us to live out personally the blessedness of the
Kingdom in a world still mired in the ways of slavery and death.

That is precisely why St. Paul wrote that Christians should pray for everyone,
especially for those with power and authority in the world, that we may live “a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.” Have you noticed how we pray so often in our services for the
peace of the world, the union of all people, and favorable conditions for all those
created in the image and likeness of God? Because we believe that Jesus Christ is
the Savior of the entire world, we want literally everyone to participate in the
blessings of His Kingdom. We want literally everyone to be set free from captiv-
ity to sin and death and all their ill effects. As those who live in the new day of
God’s reign, how could we want anything less?

While it is true that some become saints in situations of persecution, war, and
disease, God did not intend us for suffering. He is not the author of evil, and we
should not want difficult circumstances for ourselves or others. Instead, we pray
for situations favorable to the flourishing of the Church and of every human be-
ing. No, good times are not the same as the fullness of the Kingdom, but every
good thing is the work of God and provides at least a faint glimpse of heavenly
glory for which we were created. Christ has come to heal and restore our fallen
selves such that we will be able recognize our blessings for what they are and to
offer them back to Him through a life of holiness. We are then able to play our
proper role in fashioning the world into an icon of the Kingdom, a foretaste of
heavenly peace even now. The Kingdom will not be completed through differ-
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ent arrangements of worldly politics and power, but by humanity united with
divinity, drawn into personal union with Christ through the faithful witness of a
Church whose life shines so brightly with eternal joy that the sick, poor, blind,
and downtrodden will be drawn to Him like moths to a flame.

Today begins a new year in the Church and presents us all with much a
needed reminder that, if we claim to be Christians, we must live according to the
new day that our Savior has brought to the world. If we are truly united person-
ally with the Lord, then our lives must manifest good news to the poor, sight for
the blind, and liberty to the captives —no matter what kinds of poverty, blind-
ness, and captivity they experience. We must become living witnesses that
something new and holy has begun upon the earth, that God’s reign has truly
dawned, and is good news for everyone. But if we are so pathetically weak from
the ravages of sin, if we are blinded spiritually or totally enslaved by our pas-
sions, we will hardly be in a position to bear witness to others of the new life of
the Kingdom. If we are not living proof that a new era has begun in which death
is slain and evil is vanquished, then we will have nothing to offer the world in
either word or deed. Why should anyone believe that something new has begun
if we keep living according to the old standards of the corrupt world?

At this point, it is easy for us all to despair because we know that we are not
yet fully healed from the ravages of sin; we know that we do not yet have perfect
sight and remain shackled by our self-centered desires and addictions in many
ways. Here we must be brutally honest that God’s Kingdom has yet to come in
its fullness in our own lives. That is not His fault, of course, but ours. And no
matter how faithful we may be, we still await the great mystery of our Lord’s
second coming, of His glorious return to judge the living and the dead and to
establish the life of the world to come. The question, however, is how we await
that great future fulfillment as people who have much room to grow in holi-
ness. In other words, what kind of life is appropriate for those who know that
our only hope is the mercy of the Lord?

Well, it is certainly not a life characterized by despair. It is certainly not a life of
abandoning the way of discipleship because we stumble and fall. It is certainly
not a life so filled with pride that we refuse to persevere along a path where we
are in constant need of the Savior’s healing and help. No, we have not yet ar-
rived; but our only hope of growing in union with Christ is to follow Him as best
we can, gratefully accepting whatever glimpses of the new life of the Kingdom
we have the spiritual strength to see. In Him, a bright new day has begun and
all God’s promises have been fulfilled. He is infinitely holy, but we all have a
long way to go.

So let us all use the new church year as a time to receive as fully as we can the
good news He has proclaimed, to participate as much as we can in the freedom
from sin that He has brought to humanity, and to open the eyes of our souls as
fully as possible to the One Who brings sight to the blind. And as we do so, let
us show His mercy to others, treating them with love, forgiveness, and generos-
ity in ways that demonstrate that something new really has begun in Jesus
Christ, Who wants all to be saved, to come to the knowledge of the truth, and to
share in the great blessings of His Kingdom. 21



+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY
FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Dearest brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

It is a shared conviction that, in our time, the natural environment is threatened
like never before in the history of humankind. The magnitude of this threat becomes
manifest in the fact that what is at stake is not anymore the quality, but the preservation
of life on our planet. For the first time in history, man is capable of destroying the con-
ditions of life on earth. Nuclear weapons are the symbol of man’s Promethean titanism,
the tangible expression of the “complex of omnipotence” of the contemporary “man -
god.”

In using the power that stems from science and technology, what is revealed
today is the ambivalence of man’s freedom. Science serves life; it contributes to pro-
gress, to confronting illnesses and many conditions that were hitherto considered
“fateful”; it creates new positive perspectives for the future. However, at the same time,
it provides man with all-powerful means, whose misuse can be turned destructive. We
are experiencing the unfolding destruction of the natural environment, of biodiversity,
of flora and fauna, of the pollution of aquatic resources and the atmosphere, the pro-
gressing collapse of climate balance, as well as other excesses of boundaries and meas-
ures in many dimensions of life. The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church
(Crete, 2016) rightly and splendidly decreed that “scientific knowledge does not mobi-
lize the moral will of man, who knows the dangers but continues to act as if he did not
know.” (Encyclical, § 11)

It is apparent that the protection of the common good, of the integrity of the
natural environment, is the common responsibility of all inhabitants of the earth. The
contemporary categorical imperative for humankind is that we live without destroying
the environment. However, while on a personal level and on the level of many commu-
nities, groups, movements and organizations, there is a demonstration of great sensitiv-
ity and ecological responsibility, nations and economic agents are unable — in the name
of geopolitical ambitions and the “autonomy of the economy” — to adopt the correct
decisions for the protection of creation and instead cultivate the illusion that the pre-
tended “global ecological destruction” is an ideological fabrication of ecological move-
ments and that the natural environment has the power of renewing itself. Yet the crucial
question remains: How much longer will nature endure the fruitless discussions and
consultations, as well as any further delay in assuming decisive actions for its protec-
tion?

The fact that, during the period of the pandemic of the novel coronavirus Covid
-19, with the mandatory restrictions of movement, the shutdown of factories, and the
diminishment in industrial activity and production, we observed a reduction of pollution
and encumbrance of the atmosphere, has proved the anthropogenic nature of the con-
temporary ecological crisis. It became once again clear that industry, the contemporary
means of transportation, the automobile and the airplane, the non-negotiable priority of
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economic indicators and the like, negatively impact the environmental balance and that
a change of direction toward an ecological economy constitutes an unwavering neces-
sity. There is no genuine progress that is founded on the destruction of the natural envi-
ronment. It is inconceivable that we adopt economic decisions without also taking into
account their ecological consequences. Economic development cannot remain a night-
mare for ecology. We are certain that there is an alternative way of economic structure
and development besides the economism and the orientation of economic activity to-
ward the maximization of profiteering. The future of humanity is not the homo
cconomicus.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, which in recent decades has pioneered in the
field of the protection of the creation, will continue its ecological initiatives, the organi-
zation of ecological conferences, the mobilization of its faithful and especially the
youth, the promotion of the environment’s protection as a fundamental subject for inter-
religious dialogue and the common initiatives of religions, the contacts with political
leaders and institutions, the cooperation with environmental organizations and ecologi-
cal movements. It is evident that the collaboration for the protection of the environment
creates additional avenues of communication and possibilities for new common actions.

We repeat that the environmental activities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate are
an extension of its ecclesiological self-consciousness and do not comprise a simple cir-
cumstantial reaction to a new phenomenon. The very life of the Church is an applied
ecology. The sacraments of the Church, its entire life of worship, its asceticism and
communal life, the daily life of its faithful, express and generate the deepest respect for
creation. The ecological sensitivity of Orthodoxy was not created by but emerged from
the contemporary environmental crisis. The struggle for the protection of creation is a
central dimension of our faith. Respect for the environment is an act of doxology of
God’s name, while the destruction of creation is an offense against the Creator, entirely
irreconcilable with the basic tenets of Christian theology.

Most honorable brothers and dearly beloved children,

The ecofriendly values of the Orthodox tradition, the precious legacy of the
Fathers, constitute an embankment against the culture, whose axiological foundation is
the domination of man over nature. Faith in Christ inspires and strengthens the human
endeavor even before the immense challenges. From the perspective of faith, we are
able to discover and assess not only the problematic dimensions, but also the positive
possibilities and prospects of contemporary civilization. We call upon Orthodox young
men and women to realize the significance of living as faithful Christians and contem-
porary people. Faith in the eternal destiny of man strengthens our witness in the world.

In this spirit, from the Phanar, we wish all of you a propitious and all-blessed
new ecclesiastical year, fruitful in Christ-like deeds, for the benefit of all creation and to
the glory of the all-wise Creator of all. And we invoke upon you, through the interces-
sions of the All-Holy Theotokos, the Pammakaristos, the grace and mercy of the God of
wonders.

September 1, 2020

+Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOX
EAEQL ©EOY APXIEITIXKOITOLX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQX
NEAX POMHY KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
ITANTI TQ( ITAHPOMATI THE EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
TTAPA TOY AHMIOYPTOY ITAXHY. THY KTIZEQX.
KYPIOY KAI ®EOY KAI XOQTHPOX HMQON IHXOY XPIZTOY

ITooopireic adeApol tepaoxat kal tékva év Kuplw ayannta,

AmoteAeil kowny menolOnowy , OtL elg v EMoXNV A TO @uotKov
neQpaAAov amekeitat 6oov moté dAAote eig v iotoginy g avOowndtntog . To
péyeBog T amelAnc dmokaAvmteTal ig 6 yeyovog 0Tt o dakvevpa dév eivat
nAéovﬁ 7'(0Lémg Tﬁg Cwﬁg d)\/\é{ﬁ dTAENOIS AVTAG €IS TOV TAAVHTNV pac. Awx
QWY (pOQon/ elg Ty ioTogiav, 0 aVGanog dvvara v Kataotéyn Tovg 6Qovg
¢ Cwng émi g yne. Ta nv@nvma OmAa etvat T6 oUPoAOV TOL TIEounOeioDd
TITAVIOUOD TOL AVOQWTOV, ATTY EKQPOATIS TOV  «TUUTAEYUATOS TAVTOOUVALIAG »
TOD OUYXQOVOL «avBowmoBeon ».

Eic v xonow )¢ mmyalovong éx g Emotiung kal g texvoAoyiag
loxvog, dmokaAUTITETAL OT)HEQOV 1) AppLompint TG EAevBeping oL dvBowmov. H
EruoTrpn vrmeetel TV Lwnv, OVHPBAAAEL €lg TIV TEOODOV, ELC TIV AVTIUETWTIOWY
TV aoBevelwv Kal TOAAQVY kataotdoewy al 0molat é0ewQobVTo HEXQL OT)HEQOV
«polQAIAL », dNUOVQYEL VEAS BeTIKAS TIQOOTTIKAG Ol TO HéAAOV. ‘Opawg,
TaVToXEOVWG, dideL €ig TOV dvBowmov mavioxvoa Léoa, 1] Kakt) XONoIS Twv Omolwv
dvvartat va &mofi) Kataoteo@ik). Blodpev v é£eAloccopévnV KaTaoTEOP1V TOD
@uowko megpdAAovrog, Thg PlomokiAdTntog, TG XAwpldog Kal tng mavidog, TV
QUIAVOLY TV VOATIVWV TOQWV KAL THS ATHOOPAIQAS, TV TIQOODOAY AVATQOTIV
NS KAATIKTG l00QoTtiag kol AAAag DrepPaoels 0plwv kal pHETQWV €ig TOAAAS
dixotaoeig g Lwng. Oebas kal mpoopuawg amepdavon 1) Ayia kai MeyaAn Zuvodog
)¢ Opbodofov ExkAnoiag (Korjm 2016), 6Tt «1] EMOTNHOVIKT] YVQOLS D€V
Kwvnromotel v N0ucrjv fovAnotv tod dvBewmov, 6 6Tolog, Kaitot yvweilet Tovg
KvdUvoug, ouvey(Cet va doa we éav dév éyvaplev  » (Eyxvxioc, §11).

Etvai moogavég étL1) mpootaoia Tov kowvou dyabov, Tob AdKegaiov QUKo
neQpaAAovog, eivat kowr) e0OVVN 6AwV TV katolkwv Th¢ YNs. H ovyyxeovog
KT YoQucr] TROoTAKTIKY didk TV dvOowmdtnta etval v Cwpev Xwolg va
Kataotépwpev 6 meQparAov. Evo Opws el mooowmnikdv Eminedov kal and
TMOAAGLS KOWVOTNTAG, OHADAGS, KIVIHATA KAl 00YaVWOELS ETUDEKVUETAL LEYAAT
evaoOnoia kal oikoAoyucr) eDOVVN, T& KQATN Kot Ol OIKOVOLLKOL TXQAYOVTEG
AdLYVATODY, €V OVOUATL YEWTIOALTIKWY OXEdAOHQY Kal g «idlovoping Thg
olkovopag », vt Aafouvv tag ()QG(Xg dT(O(pdoag dix v mpootaoioy TG kTioews kal
KaAALeQYoLVY TV hevdaioBnoty OtL td meQl  « nayKoopiov oiKO/\oyLKﬁg
KATAOTQOPNG » eiva de0AOYN Ha Ty ouco)\oyu«uv Kwnpmwv Kai 6t To (pv(mcov
neQIBAAAOV Exel TV dUvapy va dvavewvetal g’ éavtod. To kploov égatnua,
Opwe, magapévet: ITdoov B avOEEn 1) OIS TAg dkaomovs ouinTroels Kol Tdg
dxokéPelg, v megattéew KabuotéQnaowy elg TV AvAANPLV ATOQACIOTIKGV
dodoewv dik TV moootaoiny G;

T6 yeyovog 0Tt katd v dIAQKELAY TG TAvONUnG ToL VEOL KORWVOIOD
Covid-19, pé tov émPpAnOévia meQLoQLoUOV TV HeTakIVioewVy, TO KAElTWIOV
éoyootaoiwv kal TV uelwotv TG PLOHNYAVIKTS dQA0TNELOTNTOS KAl Tagaywyng,
naeeTNENON pelwolg Twv QUTIWY Kal TS EmPagUvoews TS ATHOOPAIAGS, ATIEdELEE
TOV AvOQWMOYEVT] XAQAKTQQ TG TUYXQOVOUL 0lkoAOY KNS Koioews. Katéotn ex
véou oaéc OtLT) Blopmyavia, 6 gUYXQOVOS TEOTOG HETAKIVIOEWS, TO AVTOKIVITOV
Kol T0 AeQOTAAVOV, 1] ADATIQOY LATEVTOG TEOTEQALOTIG TV OIKOVOLLKWV DELKTWV



Kol dAAa ovva(pr], an@ea@ouv QQVNTKWG mv ne@t[&a)\)\ovnmv LO‘OQQOT(LD(V Kat ot
AAAayn 7'(OQELO(§ nQog TV katevOLVOLV LAS olikoAoy g OLKOVOp.LO(C amoteAel
adnottov avaykauotnto. Aév vagyet aAnOg medodog, 1) omola otneileTat eig TV
KQTOoTo@NV o0 Quotkov megBdAAovtog. Eivat adixvontov va Aapfavwvton
OLKOVOULKOLL ATIOPATELS XWRIS V& CLUVLTOAOYICWVTAL Al OIKOAOY kX ETUMTWOELS TWV.
‘H oicovopkn} avamtulic dév eivat duvatdv v magapé vy EQLATng dud v
oixoAoyiav. EipeOa péBatot 6t vmapyxel vaAAaictucr) 6d0C 0IKOVOLIKTG OQYAVWOOEWS
Kol AvamtVEews EVavTL ToL 0IKOVOULOOD KAl TOL TQOTOVATOALTHOU THG OLKOVOLLKTG
dOAOTNELOTNTOG €S THV HEYLoTOMOMNOY TG kKegdopopiang. Té pHéAAov g
avBowmotnTog dév eivalt 6 homo oeconomicus.

To Oixovpevucdv [atouxgyetov, T6 OTOIOV Katd TAG TeAevTaing dekaetiog
TEWTOOTATEL £l TOV XWOOV ThG mMoaTaoiag TS KTioews, 0& ouvexion tdg
0lKOAOYIKAS TOL TEWTOROVALNGS, THV 0QYAVWOLV OlKOAOYIKWV oLVEDQIWY, TV
KWWITOTOMOW TV MOTOV Kol MwTioTws Thg veoAalng, Trv avade & g
TEOoTAClaG TOL TEQBAAAOVTOG €ig Paoucdv B€pa Tov dubonoielakol daAdyoL kal
TV KOWQV anTo[Sov/\chv v OonokeLwV, Tdg émx(pdg Hé moALtikovg Nyétag Kal
Gsapovg, ™v vaszaULav ps nsQL[SaA/\ovuKag OanvaSLg Kol olkoAoY KA
kovnpata. Etvat n@ocpaveg fo)d8 n vangaélg ok v T(QOCT’[O(OLO(V oL TeQIpAAAovVTOg
dnuoveYyel dixvAovg Emucovwviag kat duvatdtntag duk véag KOWAG dQAOES.

Enavarappavopev, 6t at megipardovtucal doaotoiotnteg tob Oiiovpe -
viov [atopxeiov etvar meoéktaaois g ékkAnoloAoyKig abToovVELNTIAG TOL Kal
dév amoteAoDV AMAQS TEQLOTATIAKNY AVTIdRATLY elg €v véov patvopevov. H dian
Con) ¢ ExkAnoiag eivat épnopoopévn oikoAoyia. Ta pvotiow g ExkAnoiag,
oOvoAog 1 Aatgevtikt) Cwn), 0 AOKNTIOHOS Kal 0 KOWOTIOHAG, 1) KafnpeQvoTng Twv
TOT@V, Exealovy kal magdyouvv padvtatov oefacudv meog v ktiow. H
otkoAoywkn evaoBnoia g OpBodoling dév dnpovEYN O, AAAL AvedelyOn amod v
ovyxeovov meptBaAdovtkny kolow. O dydv duk v mpootaciov g dnuoveyiog
etval kevtout] dotaots Thg miotews poag. O oefaouog tov megipdAlovtog elvat
Eumoaictog dooAoyiot ToD OVOHATOS TOL B0, EVQ 1) KATAOTQOPN TG KTloEWS elvat
TEOOB0AT| TOL AnHLovEYOU, OAWS ATVUBATOS Hé TAG BAOIKAS TIQADOXAG TG
xootavikng OeoAoyiag.

Tytatol ddeApol kal mpoopUléotarta téiva,

Atoikopulucal a&lat g OpBoddEov TapaddTews, 1) MOAVTILOG TapaKATa -
Ok tov [atéowv, amoteAobV dvaxwHa KATA ThS KOLATOVEAG, AEOAOY KT BATIS
TG Omolag elvat 1) kvguagyia Tov avBwmov émni i evoews. H miotig eic Xolotov
Eumvéel kol EvioxVel v avBowmivnv mooomaBelay Vo Kol v peyiotwv
duokoAwv. Yo 16 molopa g miotews, duvapeda va avakaAvTtwpey kal va
a&loAoywuev OxL HOVOV TAS TOOPANUATIKAS TTTUXAS, AAAA Kl TAG OeTikdg
duvaToOTNTAG Kotk MEOOTTKAS TOL 0UYXQ0VOL ToALtiopol. KaAotpev totvg 6p00d0&oug
VEOUG Kal TAG VEg V& ouvednTomonjoovV TV onpaciov Tov va (obv wg miotol
xotwotiavot kat ovyxovol dvBownot. H mioTis eig Tov aicviov mEooQLopoV ToD
AvOEWTOL KEATUVEL TV LAQTLRIAV HAG &V TR KOTLW.

Ev 1o mvedpatt tovte, edxdpevol ék Pavagiov maov DUy aioov kal
TOVTEVAOYNTOV TO VEOV EKKANOILAOTICOV €TOG, KAQTOTOKOV €ig QY XOLOTOTQETH), €T
ayaB@ ¢ ktioews 6ANG Kai meodg d6Eav Tov mavadpov [Tomtod TV anaviwy,
éncadovpeBa é’ buag, moeoPelais g Iavaying g Happaxka  -plotov, v xdotv
Kai 10 éAeog T00 Ocol TV Bavpaciwv.

P’ Lemtepfoiov of
'O KwvotavtivounmoAewg
dukmugog mEds Bedv ebETNG MAVTWY DHWV
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Because the Holy Unction service could not take place during Holy Week,

it was finally held Wednesday, August 12 during the Dormition fast.




HorYy CrOSS ORTHODOX BOOKSTORE

FEATURED BOOKS OF THE MONTH
THE SLEEPY BEAR AND THE

\
The Sleepy Bear  GoLpen Wispers

anid the Golden IWhirper. This book recounts the true story from the life of

St. Peter of Krutitsy n which a bear miraculously

helps him survive a night in a snow-covered forest.
The life-giving refrain of The Jesus Prayer
penetrates the illustrations and text, infroducing
this ancient Christian prayer to a new generation of
the faithfil through this amazing story. Vibrant
watercolor illustrations and rich text make this
story accessible to young readers and enjoyable as
a read-aloud for all ages.

< F

BLUEPRINTS FOR THE LITTLE

CHURCH: CREATING AN

ORTHODOX HOME

How do we as Orthodox parents keep our children in the
Church thronghout their lives? It all begins with involving
them 1n the life of the Church from birth onward—in the
parish and also at home. Blueprints for the Little Church
provides practical ideas and encouragement—without
Judgment—for incorporating the primary practices of
Orthodox spintuality into your family life at every stage
of its growth and throughout the church year.

Creating an Ortodas Hime

Our Holy Cross Orthodox Bookstore 1s located in the carpeted area of the Commumity
Center. Please be sure to stop by any Sunday followmg Divine Liturgy. We offer a great
selection of Orthodox Greeting Cards and Books for all ages. For additional information,
please contact Mary Portellos at 724-941-8699 or maryportellos(@comcast net
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