
Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 

 

Christ is in our midst!  He is and shall always be!  

 

Two important events that should give us reason to both celebrate 
and reflect.  The first is the season of the Great Fast.  The Triodion 
began on February 20th (Saturday Evening Vespers) and the Great 
Fast commences on March 15th.  Please make a special effort to at-
tend the Lenten services, in 2020 we were only permitted to attend 
via the live-stream.   
 

The second is the Bicentennial of Independence of the Greek Nation 
(March 25th, 1821).  Our Holy Cross Community was founded by 
members who came from various parts of Greece.  We make note of 
this historic event because many of the immigrants to the United 
States came seeking religious freedom and economic opportu-
nity.  We celebrate and remember the sacrifice of those who desired 
to cast off the religious oppression of the Ottoman Empire.   This 
oppression lasted almost four hundred years (1453-1821).   We re-
member those who gave their lives so that freedom might be real-
ized in Greece and throughout the world.  To be sure, we recognize 
that true freedom is freedom from both sin and death.  This type of 
freedom is only granted and experienced in our relationship with 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  In this world, there is tribulation, 
as our Lord said, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world 
(John 16:33).  At all times in history we find various challenges and 
confrontations with evil.  We have the opportunity to look back and 
see those who selflessly sacrificed themselves for the sake of their 
neighbor and country.  This commemoration is no different.  Let us 
rejoice in the courage of those who have gone before us, and let us 
be inspired by their example that we might do what is required of 
us in our time. Continued pg. 4  → 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING NOTICE 
 

DEAR PARISHIONER: 
 There will be a GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING on 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 immediately after the Divine Liturgy  
in the church. Please make every effort to attend in person or  
by using the Zoom link here:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86108288464?pwd=VzlWY3ByR0dPTzV3QVk4ZHRpUnRTQT09 
Meeting ID: 861 0828 8464   Passcode: 584979 

 
Following is the Agenda: 
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for Assembly. 
3. Reading of minutes of November 2020 General Assembly. 

4. The Priest's Report. 
5. The annual report by the President of the outgoing Parish Council. 
6. A report by the President of the Board of Advisors. 

7. A report by the President of the 2021 Parish Council. 
8. A report by the Board of Auditors. 
9. The budget recommended by the 2021 Parish Council. 

10. Committee Reports 
10.1 Review of Building, Decorating, Maintenance and Land-

scaping Priorities 

11. Old Business. 
 11.1 Creation of Compliance and Endowment Committees 
12. New Business. 

13. Adjournment and Closing Prayer  

  

Yours in Christ, 

. .  

Fr. Michael H. Kallaur 

Economos 
 

 

Dean Stambolis 

Parish Council President 

 
MHK:DS:nj 
2/17/2021     

***See insert for minutes and proposed budget.*** 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86108288464?pwd=VzlWY3ByR0dPTzV3QVk4ZHRpUnRTQT09


 

 3 

Fr. Michael Kallaur, Economos  
Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter 
Dn. Frank Dickos, Deacon 
Emmanuel Maginas, Pastoral Assistant 
Nena Jovonovich, Secretary 
Website: holycrosspgh.org 
Office (412) 833-3355  FAX (412) 833-3357 
Community Center Phone:(412) 854-6001 
Office Hours   Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

 

 

Organizations & Committees 
Church School            Jennifer Moorcroft   (412) 626-9143 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church 

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15228 

Crossroads, published monthly Volume 21 Issue 3 

Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of 

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh 

 

The mission of Holy Cross is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian faith and  

traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline and customs of the Church. 

MARCH 2021 

Philoptochos Elaine Sofis (412)344-7046 

Philoptochos  
Membership 

Connie Carahalis (412) 561-4783 

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276-5002 

Angels Christine Peters (724) 693-9290 

Garden of Love Stacie Metrose    (412) 833-5164  

Didra Kirschner   (412) 561-2892 

Greek School Dena Yamalis (412) 343-8355 

Junior Dance Kristina Gzikowski  (412) 257-5015 

Senior Dance Georgia Yamalis  (412) 728-2259 

Choir Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418 

First Steps Denise Sokos (412) 257-1610 

JOY Christine Chapas (724) 986-2082 

Young Professionals Thespina Christulides (412)608-6418 

GOYA Denise Melis (412) 341-9264 

Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik  (412) 833-9423  

Rene Koett    (412) 831-3142 

Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 941-8699 

House Committee Konrad Mayr  (412) 877-7780 

Building Comm. John Conomos (412) 831-7997 

Sts. Mary & Martha Adrienne Dickos (412) 833-4980 

*Services:     

Sundays:   8:15am Orthros 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

Mondays:  6:30pm Paraclesis  

Wednesdays: 7 pm Bible Study via Zoom 

Weekdays:  8:30am Orthros 

  9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Saturdays:  Vespers 5pm  

*See monthly calendar for all services. 

 

2021 

Parish Council  
Dean Stambolis, President 

Jordan Nicholas, Vice President 

Nicholas Chakos, Financial Secretary  

Jennifer Liokareas, Treasurer 

Constance Zotis, Secretary 

Dena Galie 

John Hoenig 

 Frank Kalogeris  

Rachel Kartofilis 

Bob Kirschner 

Deno Pappas 

Christine Picard 

Bill Poutous 

George Sokos 

Donna Staub 

 
 
Coffee Hour fellowship is an  
extension of our Divine Liturgy! 
Please gather with family, koumbari 
or friends to sponsor/prepare one 
Sunday.  See the calendar on website 
for open dates, and call the  
church office to confirm. 

Funeral/Memorial information: Use of the 
Community Center is available for parishioner fu-
neral lunches at no charge. Parishioners may con-
tact any caterer they choose to purchase and pre-
pare their Makaria (Mercy Meal).  
Contact the church office for suggestions if you 
need a referral.  
For Kollyva, you may bring your own or contact 
Denise Melis directly (412) 341-9264. 

mailto:holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org
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One of the more famous heroine’s of the war -  

 

Laskarina Bouboulina 
(11 May 1771 – 22 May 1825) was a Greek naval commander, hero-
ine of the Greek War of Independence in 1821, and an Admiral of 
the Imperial Russian Navy. Bouboulina was born in a prison in Con-
stantinople; she originated from the Arvanite community of the is-
land of Hydra. She was the daughter of Stavrianos Pinotsis, a cap-
tain from Hydra island, and his wife Skevo. She married twice, first 
Dimitrios Yiannouzas and later the wealthy ship owner and captain 
Dimitrios Bouboulis, taking his surname. 

 
Allegedly Bouboulina joined the Filiki Etaireia, an underground or-
ganization that was preparing Greece for revolution against Otto-
man rule. She bought arms and ammunition at her own expense 
and brought them secretly to Spetses in her ships, to fight “for the 
sake of my nation.” She also organized her own armed troops, com-
posed of men from Spetses. She used most of her fortune to provide 
food and ammunition for the sailors and soldiers under her com-
mand. 

 
On 13 March 1821 Bouboulina raised on the mast of her ship her 
own Greek flag, based on the flag of the Comnenus dynasty of Byz-
antine emperors. Bouboulina sailed with eight ships to Nafplion and 
began a naval blockade. Later she took part in the naval blockade 
and capture of Monemvasia and Pylos. 

 
She arrived at Tripolis in time to witness its fall on 11 September 
1821 and to meet general Theodoros Kolokotronis. Their children 
Eleni Boubouli and Panos Kolokotronis later married. During the 
ensuing defeat of the Ottoman garrison, Bouboulina saved most of 
the female members of the sultan’s household. 

 

Wishing you a profitable Lent and glorious Resurrection! 

Kali Sarakosti! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Michael  
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“Let us begin the Fast with joy. 
Let us give ourselves to spiritual efforts. 

Let us cleanse our souls. 
Let us cleanse our flesh. 

Let us fast from passions as we fast from food, 
And accomplishing them in love that we all may 

be made worthy to see the passion of Christ our God, 
and His Holy Pascha, rejoicing with spiritual joy!” 

(Forgiveness Vespers – Sunday of Forgiveness) 
 

Shortly we will enter the Great Fast and we will run the race of ab-
stinence and prayer that leads us to humility and repentance.  As 
in all things, we should be joyful!  Joy marks our deeds with love 
and appreciation to God for all things.  Jesus commands us to be 
joyful.  “When you fast do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 
men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward.  But when you 
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may 
not be seen by men but by your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. (Mt.6:16-18). 

 

The older I become, the more I look forward to this time of 
year.  As a priest, there is no better time.  Church takes priority 
over all things!  In this time of re-birth we can sense most strongly 
the struggle for life, for resurrection, for salvation.  The difficulties 
of life seem less important when enter into the timeless prayers of 
the Church.  Somehow the problems fade to the background and 
Christ becomes the answer to all things.  If we are faithful to Him 
and His Holy Church, we will find refuge beneath the compassion-
ate prayers of the Panagia and all the saints.  I remind you that 
Lent is much more than what we put in our mouths.  May God help 
us in our struggles!   

 

A description of the Services of the Great Fast  

 

Every year our Lenten journey is shaped by the services we ex-
perience throughout this special season.  On Monday evenings we 
experience the service of The Great Compline (the service after the 
evening meal).  This penitential service is enhanced (during the 
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first and fifth weeks) by the reading from the Canon of St. Andrew 
of Crete.  The words, “Have mercy on me O God, have mercy on 
me.” are repeated over and over again.   Like the waves of the 
ocean slowly transforming the sea shells and rocks into sand, we 
ask for God’s mercy to wear away our stubborn self centeredness, 
our passions, and sins and lift us out of the mire and darkness of a 
fallen world.  The prayers pierce our hardened heart and awaken 
in us a sense of contrition and repentance.  We ask our Lord to 
cleanse us and strengthen us.  “Lord of the Powers be with us, for 
in times of distress, we have no other help but You, Lord of the 
Powers have mercy on us.”   

On Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings the Church offers us 
the Holy Eucharist in the context of a special service called the Pre-
sanctified Gifts.  Liturgies during weekdays are prohibited during 
Lent.  The exception to this rule is the Feast of the Annunciation 
(March 25th).  This evening service (Vespers) is familiar to us as 
we chant the various Psalms of Ascent.  The Church selects the 
Psalms that were traditionally recited as one journeyed to the 
Temple in Jerusalem (on top of the hill).  These Psalms of Ascent 
begin with our spiritual disposition being far away from God and 
conclude with us drawing near to our God.  After the Psalms, read-
ings from the Old Testament, we have an entrance of The Gifts that 
have been consecrated on the previous Sunday.  “Now the powers 
of heaven serve with us.  For behold the King of Glory enters in-
visibly escorted.  Let us faith and love draw near, that we may be-
come partakers of eternal life.”   You will notice that celebrant has 
his head covered as he brings out The Gifts.  This is a reminder 
that what he is carrying is the Body and Blood of Christ.  The Gifts 
are offered to the Faithful, to help and sustain us in our spiritual 
efforts.  In the darkness of the night, we receive the Bread of Life 
(and we receive the Light of Christ that illumines all!), the true 
food that sustains us in this life; that we might be partakers of 
eternal life now and in the age to come.  

On Friday evenings, we gather to celebrate the Feast of the Annun-
ciation.  The lights are no longer lowered, the vestments shift from 
the purple back to gold and blue, and we move the focus from our 
own penitential efforts to the awesome mystery of God’s Incarna-
tion (His becoming man).   
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From the hymns: 
 

“Gabriel the Archangel was sent from heaven to announce to the Vir-
gin the glad tidings of her conceiving; and coming to Nazareth he 
pondered in amazement at this wonder.  ‘ O how shall He who dwells 
in the heights, whom none can comprehend, be born of a Vir-
gin?  How shall He whose throne is heaven and whose footstool is the 
earth be held in the womb of a woman?  He upon whom the six 
winged seraphim and the many eyed cherubim cannot gaze has been 
pleased at a single word to be made flesh of this His creature.  It is 
the Word of God who dwells within her.  Why then do I stand here, 
and not say to the Maiden: Hail, O pure Virgin; Hail, Bride unwed-
ded.  Hail, Mother of Life: Blessed is the fruit of your womb.’” (Feast 
of the Annunciation from Great Vespers) 

 

The Apolytikion: 

Today marks the crowning of our salvation and the revelation of 
the mystery before all the ages.  The Son God becomes the son of 
the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaims the grace.  Wherefore, we also 
cry out with him, “Hail O full of grace, the Lord is with you.”    

 

The word for the Feast of the Annunciation in Greek is 
“Evangelismos.”  This literally means the Good News.  From this 
word comes the word for the Gospel, “Evangelion.”   This good 
news is not just another announcement, but rather The An-
nouncement. 

 

It is the ultimate Announcement, for it is the Announcement that 
God has become man, the Announcement of the Presence of the 
Wisdom of God, not of the wisdom of man as before Christ, but of 
the Wisdom of God.  It changes everything in world history, over-
shadowing and surpassing all human wisdom. 

 

We stand in awe of God’s mercy and condescension.   We also con-
sider the great love and obedience of the Virgin Mary.  Today God 
becomes an embryo in the womb of the Virgin. Today the Virgin 
becomes a mother, but not just a mother, but The Mother of 
God.  Today, in accepting the announcement of the Archangel 
Gabriel, in accepting the Will of God, the Virgin becomes the high-
est of all mankind, 'more honorable than the cherubim and more 
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glorious beyond compare than the seraphim'. She exceeds in her 
sacrifice all other men and women in human history.  She becomes 
linked with all eternity and surpasses humanity while remaining 
human. In a word, this earthly being becomes through her sacrifice 
the Mother of God, which is why we, though still on earth, com-
memorate her in heavenly blue, the vestment color we wear to 
honor the Mother of God.  She is the “Champion General” helping 
us in battle to defeat the enemies both visible and invisible.  We 
remember throughout history the many times the Mother of God 
has directly interceded and still intercedes on our behalf before 
her Son and our God.   
 

In accepting this cross of sacrifice, the Mother of God also accepts 
the approaching Cross of victory of her Son. This is a very signifi-
cant fact and indeed this is a spiritual law. For every sacrifice, for 
every cross that we take on ourselves according to God's Will, we 
receive a spiritual reward. It may not come at once, but it will in-
evitably come. This is a spiritual law, just as, in the same way, if we 
fail to make a sacrifice and take up our cross when God calls us, we 
miss that opportunity to fulfill God’s will for us.     
The sacrifice of the Mother of God in accepting to bear and nourish 
God, giving Him her blood, bones and flesh, and raise Him as a man 
is such that she alone among all mankind can lead us, if we wish to 
follow her, into Eternity, to the Resurrection of Christ.   
 

Saturday Mornings are dedicated to praying for our departed 
loved ones.  The Church remembers all those who have gone be-
fore us in the hope of Resurrection.  The liturgies offered on the 
Saturday of the Souls are very important because we are con-
nected to our departed fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters 
in Faith and in Love.  Our God is the God of the living, not the dead 
(Mk. 12:26-27).  The prayers offered by the Church have a very 
powerful effect upon the departed.  Through the remembrance of 
our departed love ones, miracles have taken place.  Peace and con-
solation are granted to the departed through God’s love and 
mercy.  The Blood of Christ washes away the sins of those com-
memorated in the Divine Liturgy and grants hope to all those who 
call upon the Name of the Lord. 
Saturday Evening Vesper services help prepare us for Divine Lit-
urgy on Sunday.  Vespers announces the new day and the various 
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themes of the week.  Each Sunday is dedicated to a particular as-
pect of preparation for Baptism (preparing the Catechumens to be 
baptized on Holy Saturday) and each Sunday is also given a secon-
dary theme or saint (Triumph of Orthodoxy / Victory of the Holy 
Icons, St. Gregory Palamas, Holy Cross, St. John of the Ladder, St. 
Mary of Egypt). 
   

The Church has been preparing us for two weeks.  We began the 
Triodion on Saturday Evening – February 20th.   On Forgiveness 
Sunday March 14th in the evening, at the Forgiveness Vesper Ser-
vice (5pm), we will enter into the Great Fast.  Let us take full ad-
vantage of the many services that the Church offers to us.  Our 
Lenten journey is an opportunity for us to grow in the wisdom 
and knowledge of our Loving God.  If during these fifty days we fail 
to set aside our “normal” routine and neglect this gift, we will have 
missed an extraordinary opportunity.  I remind you that the Lord 
never gives up on any person, but desires that all should come to 
the knowledge of Him/The Truth.  Lent is our time, our tithe of the 
year, to be engaged in our spiritual growth.   
 



 

10  

 
 

Divine Liturgies continue to be served in the Community Center on 
Sundays to allow for maximum spacing and safety of parishioners. 



 

 11 

Sacraments ~ Funerals  
 

 

February 6 ~ †Maria D. Hart Age 
89, of Mt. Lebanon, passed peacefully on 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021. She was the 
beloved wife of the late William T. Hart (2015); 
daughter of the late John and Argyro 
(Moisakis) Patrinos; loving mother of Tho-
mas Hart (Rachel Coloff), Dr. John (Laurie) 
Hart; sister of Christine Seitanakis, Stacia Ar-
senis, and the late Theodore (Sophia) Patrinos; 
cherished grandmother of Victoria and Mason Hart; and loving nieces and neph-
ews. Maria was a lifelong member of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, served 
on parish council and was passionately committed to fundraising and stewardship, 
chairing fashion galas and many dinner events. Throughout her life, Maria excelled 
as a visual artist and worked for many years as a fashion consultant and personal 
stylist. Her beautifully appointed home was featured in the Pittsburgh Press and 
her Greek dinner parties were legend, always garnering accolades. Maria loved 
painting and spent many of her younger years perfecting portraiture and still lifes. 
She was an ardent fan of the performing arts, supporting the ballet, Pittsburgh CLO 
and the world-renowned Pittsburgh Symphony. In the 1950s, Maria worked as an 
executive secretary at the American Standard Company.  
 

February 17 ~ †George M. Drandakis Age 95, fell asleep in the Lord 
on February 12, 2021.  He is preceded in death by his parents Emmanuel and Mar-
garet (Thornburg), his beloved wife of 43 years Deanne (Megaludis) and his be-
loved brothers Nicholas and James. He is survived by two sons Barry and Ronald, 
grandchildren, great grandchildren and many 
loving nieces and nephews. George was born 
in Weirton, West Virginia and lived in Oak-
dale PA.  He worked as a crane operator at US 
Steel retiring at age 58. George loved to work 
with his hands and built his own home. 
George had a keen sense of humor, loved poli-
tics, and relished getting involved in spirited 
debates. He enjoyed dancing and traveling 
throughout the country with his wife Deanne. 
He was a member of Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Mt. Lebanon and loved his 
faith and his Lord and Savior. 



 

12  

TO RENEW OR JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS for 2021,  
please complete and return to church or to  
Connie Carahalis, 224 Mt. Lebanon Blvd, Pittsburgh 15234 
 

Name__________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________________ 

Email__________________________________________ 
*From your Philoptochos Stewardship donation, $15 is sent to National Philoptochos in NYC and 
$10 is sent to the Pittsburgh Metropolis Philoptochos.  Anything over $25 goes to Holy Cross 
Philoptochos.  Or see any Board Member to pay your dues! 

 

The annual Philoptochos membership drive ends March 31.  Please 
join or renew now! Dues are $25 and anything over that amount 
remains in our account for Philanthropy. Ladies and gentlemen, high 
school grads and beyond may join. Checks are payable to Holy Cross 
Philoptochos.  

SAVE the DATES for future Zoom Philoptochos General 
Meetings, Tuesday, March 9, Tuesday, April 6, Tuesday, May 
11, Board Elections and Tuesday, June 8,  ALL at 7pm. 
 

The application for the Popi Hagelios Memorial Philanthropy 
Award is due by Sunday, March 14, 2021. NO exceptions! 
The $1500 Award is available to a 2021 PLEDGED Holy 
Cross family. Contact Elaine Sofis, esofis@comcast.net  for 
more information. 

Save the Date for an exciting, educational sweet bread Zoom 
cooking demonstration by Domenica Merante on Saturday, 
April 10, 2pm. This is a Philoptochos fundraiser for a nomi-
nal cost of $25 per household and chaired by Thea Manos.   
See flyer (page 33) for more details. 

mailto:esofis@comcast.net
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Holy Cross Philoptochos March News Letter 
Sixteen members attended the February 9 Zoom General Philoptochos 
meeting. 
The next Zoom General Philoptochos meeting will be Tuesday, March 9 at 
7pm. The link will be sent to members. 
The executive board determined the 2021 budget and was reviewed by the 
board. The budget was approved at the February general meeting. 
Carol Halkias reported for Circle of Angels that Valentine’s cards and phone 
calls were made to the shut-ins. Thank you to Carol, Christine Peters and 
ALL the Angels who share their time with the shut ins. 
There are currently 82 members who have paid their 2021 dues. Please see 
the 2021 membership form to renew your membership or to join. Deadline 
is March 31. Your membership is valued. Board Elections are in May and 
you must be a current member to vote or run for the board, if qualified. 
Thank you to membership chair, Connie Carahalis, for her many years of 
dedication and service. Your time and talents are deeply appreciated. Con-
nie is retiring as membership chair. 
The Philanthropy Award applications are due by March 14. 
Thank you to Kathy Pyros and ALL who donate to Neighborhood Resilience 
Project with food and clothing donations. Kathy is accepting non-perishable 
food outside the office door for NRP because of continued food insecurity. 
NO winter clothing is being accepted now. The Pascha food drive dates are 
Sundays, April 4, 11, 18. Please contact Kathy Pyros if you can volunteer to 
take donations to NRP. 
There will be NO Pascha bread making in April. 
There will be a Zoom sweet bread cooking demonstration by Domenica 
Merante on Saturday, April 10 at 2pm. This is a Philoptochos fundraiser for 
a nominal cost of $25 per household and chaired by Thea Manos. Thank you 
to Domenica and Thea for devoting their time and talents to this fundraiser. 
The Screening Committee for the May 11 elections are Cynthia Kostelnik 
and Jane Kokanos. You must have attended at least 4 general meetings over 
the course of the year to be eligible for the board elections. 
The Election Committee for the May 11 elections are Cynthia Kostelnik, 
Jane Kokanos and Christine Peters. They will not be seeking board election. 
I announced at the Philoptochos board and general meetings in February 
that I would not be seeking a second term as your Philoptochos President in 
2021. It has been a joy, honor and privilege to be your President the last 
two years. My successor will be determined with the May elections. 
Reminders, Announcements and Updates will be sent via-email to our 
members. 
Elaine Sofis, Philoptochos President 
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Sermon:15th Sunday of Luke: January 31, 2021~Deacon Frank Dickos 

The financial papers were all a buzz this past week over a group of ama-
teur traders who drove up the price of GameStop stock and thwarted large 
money managers who had taken huge positions that the price would fall 
using a technique called short selling. And as you might expect, those 
who lost money cried foul, and most everyone else smirked that the Wall 
Street big shots had their comeuppance. We have a complicated relation-
ship with wealth, ridiculing those who possess it while envying them at 
the same time. Wealth is both the American dream as well as its pariah. 
But this not unique to our country, nor to modern society. Today's gospel 
serves as a prime example of this, so we take the occasion to look back in 
time and see that we have changed very little in two thousand years. 

Poor Zaccheus, not only short of physical stature, but short in social stat-
ure as well. Like a child in the third row of the crowd at a parade, he had 
no real chance of seeing this new prophet that had all the surrounding area 
in a commotion. At least a child had a chance of sitting on daddy's shoul-
ders. But no one was about to give Zaccheus any preferential treatment. 
Not only did he collect money from them, he was sending it to the gov-
ernment. The Roman government. And he was entitled to keep a hand-
some amount of it for himself. And so, just like our modern rich, the 
crowd both envied and resented him. 

But here Zaccheus starts to break the pattern. As a wealthy man, Zaccheus 
must have been used to getting "front row seats", yet rather than push 
people out of the way, or just moving on and forgetting the whole thing, 
he decides it's fine to sit in the balcony. If it were only an idle curiosity, 
there is no way he would have bothered to climb a tree. He just would 
have given up right then and there; instead, he chooses to stand on the 
limb of a sycamore tree. Consider how comic the sight must have been to 
see a short man struggling to climb up into a tree, and a grown man at 
that. Yet no one in the crowd helped him in any way. They still resented 
him.  

But Zaccheus puts all that occasion for public ridicule aside for the pros-
pect of just getting a glimpse of Jesus. We do not know the circumstance 
of why Zaccheus was moved to do this. The Gospel says simply that he 
"sought to see who Jesus was." What we do know is that he took deliber-
ate action and risk to do so. And this man he had never seen before, this 
Jesus, stopped, looked at him, and called him by name; moreover, he in-
vited himself to dinner. And Zaccheus did not respond tentatively to this; 
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rather, he "made haste and came down." But the crowd all murmured, "He 
has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." Any of them would 
have been delighted to host Jesus, but because it was Zaccheus, the reac-
tion was different. Even now, they still both envied and resented him. 

As for Zaccheus himself, it should be clear now that something special is 
going on. Many times when reading this passage, we think that Zaccheus' 
transformation comes at dinner; after all, that's when he tells Jesus that he 
plans to give most of his wealth away. But it begins well before that. It 
truly begins when he decided to climb the tree. That's when it moves from 
an idle curiosity to an offering of love and joy. For how else can we un-
derstand the change in Zaccheus? This tax collector can only be truly un-
derstood as one who was transformed by the joy of the Lord into a differ-
ent person. One who at last understood what the crowd did not. That 
wealth was not something to be envied, but was to be used to help others. 
And Zaccheus, looking upon Jesus, recognizes this saying: "Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of 
anything, I restore it fourfold." But to the crowd who in their envy saw 
him as sinner, his actions could only be understood as those of a madman. 
Though they may have fancied themselves to be followers of Jesus, they 
proved themselves unworthy because of their resentment and envy. 

My brothers and sisters, wealth is neither the American dream nor its pa-
riah. It is a trust given to us by God to be used to help others. Zaccheus 
came to understand this, while the crowd did not. We must learn from 
both examples. If we have wealth, we have the responsibility to use it not 
for our own comfort, but for the benefit of those who are in need. And if 
we do not have it, we must beware of falling victim to envy and resent-
ment. Those are just as much a cause of spiritual downfall as desire for 
riches. Both envy and greed are passions of the soul. Both threaten to con-
sume us and keep us from our calling as children of the Kingdom. Do not 
look to the wisdom of the world for corroboration, for the world does not 
understand this. It cannot understand how the things that it values, like 
wealth and prosperity, can be cast aside in pursuit of something unseen 
yet hoped for. Nor can it understand the casting aside of envy and resent-
ment in the midst of so much wealth disparity. But to those who under-
stand, it is a gift from God, and they receive Him in their hearts. For He is 
the one who makes all things possible, changing us from victims of greed 
or envy into children of love, and thus us into sons and daughters of the 
Most High, and to Him is due all Glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 

   3 
 

    4:30pm Greek School 

  7pm Bible Study  

          via Zoom 

6:45pm GOYA 
Basketball open 
Gym (co-ed) 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5  6 Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

7  Judgment Sunday 
    Meatfare Sunday  

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

General Assembly 

8     

 

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis  

9 Forty Martyrs of  
          Sebaste 
8:15 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

7pm GOYA Meeting 
7pm Philoptochos  
        Meeting  

  10  
 

    4:30pm Greek School 

  7pm Bible Study  

          via Zoom 

6:45pm GOYA 
Basketball open 
Gym (co-ed) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
         

12 

 

13Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

14 Forgiveness Sunday 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 
 

5pm Forgiveness Vespers 
 

 

Philoptochos Philanthropy Award 
applications due. 

15 Great Lent begins 
    Clean Monday 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 

16 
 
 
 

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 
7pm Parish Council 

   17 
 

   
 
 
 
 
  4:30pm Greek School 

   6pm Presanctified  

            Liturgy 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19  
9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Salutations I 

20Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

21 Sunday of Orthodoxy 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

  
 

22 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 
 

23 

 
 

’

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 

   24   

    3:30pm Great Vespers 

5:15pm Greek School 
   Independence Day  
        Program 

25 Annunciation 
8:15 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

26                        
9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Salutations II 

27  

 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

28 St. Gregory Palamas     

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

    

29 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 
 

30 

 

 

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 

31 
 

    
 
 
 
 4:30pm Greek School 

   6pm Presanctified  

            Liturgy 

1 April 2 
 

9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Salutations III 

3 

 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

 

   

   Holy Cross                    March 2021Holy Cross                    March 2021Holy Cross                    March 2021 

No Memorials 

No Memorials 

No Memorials 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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2  
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   3 
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          via Zoom 

6:45pm GOYA 
Basketball open 
Gym (co-ed) 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5  6 Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

7  Judgment Sunday 
    Meatfare Sunday  

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

General Assembly 

8     

 

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis  

9 Forty Martyrs of  
          Sebaste 
8:15 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

7pm GOYA Meeting 
7pm Philoptochos  
        Meeting  

  10  
 

    4:30pm Greek School 

  7pm Bible Study  

          via Zoom 

6:45pm GOYA 
Basketball open 
Gym (co-ed) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
         

12 

 

13Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 

4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

14 Forgiveness Sunday 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 
 

5pm Forgiveness Vespers 
 

 

Philoptochos Philanthropy Award 
applications due. 

15 Great Lent begins 
    Clean Monday 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 

16 
 
 
 

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 
7pm Parish Council 

   17 
 

   
 
 
 
 
  4:30pm Greek School 

   6pm Presanctified  

            Liturgy 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19  
9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Salutations I 

20Saturday of  
        Souls 
8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

21 Sunday of Orthodoxy 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

  
 

22 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 
 

23 

 
 

’

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 

   24   

    3:30pm Great Vespers 

5:15pm Greek School 
   Independence Day  
        Program 

25 Annunciation 
8:15 Orthros 
9:30 Div Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

26                        
9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Salutations II 

27  

 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

28 St. Gregory Palamas     

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

    

29 
 
 
 
6:30pm Great Compline 
 

30 

 

 

7pm Church School 
(9th-12th grades) 

31 
 

    
 
 
 
 4:30pm Greek School 

   6pm Presanctified  

            Liturgy 

1 April 2 
 

9am Presanctified 
            Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Salutations III 

3 

 
3pm Confessions 
4pm Church School 
(PreK-8th grades) 

5pm Vespers 

 

   

   Holy Cross                    March 2021Holy Cross                    March 2021Holy Cross                    March 2021 
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On the Book of Malachi  Sermon by Elias Diamond, January 3, 2021 
 

 It can be an intimidating task to approach reading the Old Testa-
ment. After all, if you pick up a Bible, you will find that the New Testa-
ment, which concerns the life of Christ and the foundation of the Church, is 
only about a third as long as the Old Testament, which concerns the history 
of humankind, and particularly the history of the Israelities, the chosen 
people out of which spring the Christ Himself, the flowering stem that 
comes from the line of Jesse, the Father of King David, the greatest among 
Israel’s kings. Yet, we call ourselves Christians, with the emphasis on 
Christ, and so it may seem more important to spend our time studying the 
New Testament rather than the Old Testament. However, we cannot disre-
gard the the Old Testament, for the thousands of years of history of history 
it covers tells us the story of humanity wandering in the ancient darkness of 
the fallen world before the coming of Christ, while also showing that even 
in this darkness before Christ came, that God was working to prepare the 
way for our salvation, placing sparks of hope in the hearts of those who 
fervently sought the Lord. These God-fearers and God seekers we call the 
prophets, and during this Christmas season we hear many references and 
readings drawn from the prophetic books of the Old Testament, Isaiah, and 
Micah, and Daniel, to name a few. On this Liturgical day, we commemo-
rate another Prophet, whose book is the last to be found in the Old Testa-
ment, as if standing as a bridge between the Old and the New. This is the 
Holy Prophet Malachi, whose name literally means “My Messenger” and 
whose book, although being only four brief chapters, is full with the riches 
of divine wisdom. 
 God the Father, speaking to Malachi, tells of the many ways in 
which God’s people had gone astray, in words which feel as relevant today 
as they did all those aeons ago: “Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an 
abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath pro-
faned the holiness of the Lord which he loved, and hath married the daugh-
ter of a strange god.” Today, we may not think the idolatry of which the 
Prophets speak is very relevant to us. We may think that we, as Christians, 
as the New Israel, are no longer in danger of idolatry, because we don’t see 
people around us worshipping Zeus, or Baal, or Thor, although with the 
popularity of the Marvel movie franchise, this last one is questionable. But 
really, the idols which threaten us most are subtle and insidious. They are 
the idols of the marketplace, of material possessions, commercial con-
sumption, and laying up treasures in this life over laying up treasures in 
heaven, where rust nor moth corrupts. They are the idols of politics, of 
thinking that any Earth-born ideology or system of governance could give 
rest to the eternal longing in our soul which can only be filled by God. And 
it comes in a thousand more forms which we may not even recognize as 
idols, but become so when we allow them to be prioritized before Christ in 
our lives, whether it be our car, the way we dress, whether it be sports, or 
video games, or whatever else you can think of.  
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 These things are all well and good, but must be placed in their 
proper context. Malachi does indeed castigate those who have gone 
astray from giving God proper reverence, writing, “A son honoureth his 
father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine hon-
our? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto 
you,” and yet, his message is not one of despair or desolation. There is 
hope, there is redemption promised, for the book of Malachi also states, 
“Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
And, like the other prophets, Malachi was given a vision of the salvation 
that would come through Christ’s birth. “But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down 
the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day 
that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” In our language, this turns 
into a beautiful play of words, based on a pair of homophones, for Christ, 
the Son, S-O-N, of God, is also the Sun, S-U-N, of Righteousness. And it 
is so beautiful, I think, to consider that the darkest day of the year, on the 
winter solstice on December 21st comes a few days before Christmas, the 
birth of Christ, the dawning of that Sun of Righteousness, for as an old 
adage says, it is always darkest before the dawn.  
 The Gospel lesson today is the first eight verses of Mark’s Gos-
pels, and it tells us of another prophet, the last and greatest of the Proph-
ets, John the Baptist. Similar to Malachi, John was found “preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Unlike Malachi, how-
ever, John would be blessed to meet the Lord in the flesh, and to baptize 
him, something we should consider as we look forward to the feast of 
Theophany. The Old Testament prophets, who spoke of Christ in meta-
phor, in simile, in poetic image, were gifted to sense the coming of the 
Son of God, and yet, they could not see the full picture. I consider the 
story of the Old Testament prophecies, somewhat like a photograph de-
veloping in a dark room. At first, the raw negative photograph’s imagery 
is barely discernible, shadowy, vague. Yet, gradually, through its treat-
ment in a dark room, an image begins to emerge, becoming more and 
more and more clear, until a full picture appears. The prophets were 
working with the negatives, but we, who stand as members of this Holy 
Church in this moment in time, can see the full image. We recognize it in 
our sacraments and services, we hear it in our holy hymns, and we see it 
in our beautiful iconography, especially in our icon of Christ. And yet, 
while we have the fullness of the image of the Triune God as revealed to 
the Church through our prophets, saints, and councils, we cannot rest on 
our laurels, for as John the Baptist reminds us in another Bible verse, 
God could, if He so willed, raise up the very stones themselves to be-
come children for Abraham. So, therefore, let us heed the prophets, and 
saints, and councils of the Church, and not allow the miraculous gift of 
Christ’s birth to be something we take for granted in this season. 
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Giving from the heart with Agape (with Love) 
In the January edition of “Crossroads”, the Outreach Committee re-
ported on financial gifts provided to local charities that are helping the 
underserved communities in the Pittsburgh Area during the COVID 
pandemic. These monetary gifts were provided through the Holy Cross 
AGAPE Fund which is supported by generous donations from our pa-
rishioners. Below are updates from two of the recipients:   

 

The Neighborhood Resilience Project (NRP)  
Funds were donated by the AGAPE Fund to help equip and update the 
free clinic being constructed at the new NRP headquarters. The new 
NRP clinic design has now been completed and an application for a 
building permit was submitted to the City of Pittsburgh at the end of 
December.  The application is currently under review.  Construction of 
the clinic is scheduled to begin 3 days after approval.  The estimated 
time of construction is 6 weeks (although it could of course be longer 
depending on unforeseen circumstances).  We will be sure to keep you 
updated as the project progresses. For information on the Clinic and 
other outreach by NRP go to this link for an up-to-date video.  
https://youtu.be/2JpliaCAeT0 

                 ~Reported by Fr. Paul Abernathy  
CEO Neighborhood Resilience Project 

 

          The Latino Community Center 

The Latino Community Center continues to thrive thanks to the gener-
ous gift from the Holy Cross Church Agape Fund. Last month, due to 
the pandemic, we saw our largest jump in (CERF) Community Emergency 
Response Fund  applications and requests for financial assistance. As a 
result, the committee awarded a grand total of $14,946 to applicants.   
     These applicants are reliant on CERF and other assistance programs 
to keep them from falling too far behind financially until regular work 
in key industries (like hospitality and food services) resumes.  
      We hope you are as thrilled as we are at the tremendous outcomes 
that have come from this initiative. We have supported families with 
things like rent payments, utility support, medical bills, and even school 
tuition bills for their children. We couldn't have done this without you, 
and I hope you know how grateful we are to you for championing our 
work and believing in the families we serve. 
             ~Reported by Angelica Perry 

Director of Development & Communications 

Latino Community Center 

https://youtu.be/2JpliaCAeT0


 

 23 

The following pages contain letters from other recipients: 
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Sermon by Elias Diamond, February 7, 2021 

Does anyone have the time? Now, I don’t actually need you to tell me the 

time - that’s a rhetorical question. But I’d bet that when I asked that, many of 

you thought about checking your watches, pulling out your phones, maybe 

some of you actually did check them. The point is, clocks are everywhere. But 

where did the clock come from? Well, it’s pretty interesting that the first mak-

ers of mechanical clocks were medeival Catholic monks from Europe. It was 

monks who built the first clocks, because monks had then, as they still do to-

day, strict rules of prayer tied to specific hours of the day, and the clock was a 

device which would help regulate that schedule of prayer. However, those 

clocks found their way out of the monasteries and have since become used to 

regulate nearly every aspect of our lives. One commentator wrote that, if not 

for the clock, modern capitalism could not exist, because the global rhythms 

of buying and selling, and complex forms of monetary exchange are facili-

tated by the clock. Hence, why it is so often said that time is money. The Gos-

pel parable we heard today, on the surface, is about money. But its meaning is 

much deeper than that. It is really about what God has given us in our souls, 

and what we do with our time, so that we may give back to God when we are 

called to account.  

Christ’s parable of the talents, tells us of a master going on a journey, who 

entrusts three of his servants with differing portions of talents. Now, a talent 

is not what we think of when we say someone is talented, at dancing, or 

singing, or whatever. This is not what the parable refers to, although in this 

case, the talent also has a meaning of being a gift from God. A talent was a 

measure of money, which back then was equal to about 6,000 denarii, a de-

narius being equal to one day’s labor. So, it is a significant sum. To one ser-

vant five are given, to another two, and to the third, one is given. Now, the 

first two of these immediately set to 

work. Time is money, right? And these servants multiply their talents so that 

when the time of their master’s sojourn is up, they may be able to offer him 

something back, and they do. They don’t waste time comparing themselves to 

the other servants. The servant with five doesn’t pat himself on the backbe-

cause he was entrusted with more than the others, and the one with two does-

n’t wither away his time with envy because he was given two instead of five. 

They have a singular focus, and that is that their labors may be pleasing to 

their master when he returns. Not so with the third servant. He himself admits 

that he knows that his master is a hard man, who reaps where he has not sown, 

but instead of trying to grow his one talent as the other two servants have, he, 

out of fear and laziness, buries it in the ground. And as a result, he is cast 

away from his master.  

This parable, which uses money as its prevailing metaphor, is at home with 

many other instances in the Gospels where Christ uses monetary imagery to 

teach us something about the Kingdom of God. When he is asked whether the 
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Jews should pay taxes to Rome, he takes a coin with the image of Caesar on 

it and tells them to render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and unto God what is 

God’s. In another place, he likens the Kingdom of Heaven unto a field where 

a treasure is hidden, for which a man would sell everything he has to pur-

chase it. This imagery continues to speak to us, because now, just as back 

then, money and it’s proper use are essential to the functioning of societies 

across the globe. Yet, the reason Saint Paul told Saint Timothy that money is 

the root of all evil is because the danger always looms is that we will make 

money an idol, an end in and of itself, instead of laying up treasure in heaven, 

as Christ calls us to do. We must be like the faithful servants inasmuch as we 

must take whatever advantages we have been given in this life, however 

great or small, and work to grow them for the sake of God and for others, for 

eventually we will be called to account, and, as many have learned the hard 

way, whatever we have in this life, once our time runs out, cannot be taken 

with us. Only can we take the virtues we have multiplied within our souls. 

Now, to wrap it up here, and bring it back to the point of the clock - the 

irony, of course, is that one might say that the clock, invented to facilitate the 

worship of God, has become an idol in its own right. So many of us rush 

from place to place, struggling to earn, to achieve, to pile up for ourselves all 

the good things life has to offer, all the while allowing the clock to dictate 

our lives minute by minute. The danger of this is that, if we measure our life 

in discreet moments, from task to task, we alienate ourselves from the under-

lying truth of the clock itself. Saint Nikolai Velimirovich, called by many the 

St. John Chrysostom of the 20th century, wrote that every technology has a 

physical meaning, but also, a spiritual meaning. Specifically speaking of the 

clock, he writes that the clock’s physical meaning is to tell the time, while its 

spiritual meaning is to remind us that for all of us, time eventually runs out. 

When that time runs out, what will be able to offer back to God? What did 

we invest that precious time into? Come Monday evening of Holy Week, we 

will hear a hymn which says, in reference 

to the parable of the talents: “Come, Ye 

faithful, let us work earnestly for the Mas-

ter...increase our talent of grace and wis-

dom through good works." Let us then, as 

Lent approaches, prepare ourselves, like 

good and faithful servants, so that we may 

be found to have multiplied the grace we 

have been given come Holy Week. 

!
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Words derived directly from Greek: 
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Words derived directly from Greek: 
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Greek Easter Bread (Tsoureki) Cooking Class 
Featuring Pittsburgh Dynamo Chef, Domenica Merante 

  
Saturday - April 10th 2:00-4:00 PM (In your kitchen) 

  

This class will be filled with fun as you spend some time with  

Pittsburgh's own, Chef Domenica Merante. Chef Domenica will  

guide even the most inexperienced bakers along the journey of  

a long-lasting Greek tradition of creating sweet Greek Easter Bread. 

  

Discover why bread has been an important staple food product to many 

cultures throughout history, during this interactive class that is perfect 

for all levels of bakers! 

  

When you purchase a ticket for this zoom class, the access link will be 

sent to you within 24 hours of the start of the class. You will also be 

sent a list of ingredients and full recipe one week before. 

  

This class is being sponsored by the Holy Cross Ladies Philoptochos in 

Pittsburgh. All monies raised will be used for the philanthropic efforts of 

Philoptochos (Friends of the Poor). 

 

Tickets are $25 and can be purchased through Eventbrite or by  

sending a check to: Holy Cross Philoptochos c/o  

Thea Manos – 489 Marietta Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 

(thea.manos@comcast.net) 
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Dear Friends: The working group consisting of members of the American Hellenic Foundation of 
Western PA, the Greek, French, English, Russian Nationality Room Committees, and the 
European Art Center of Greece are very happy to announce events that are now formally   
scheduled in the month of March 2021 to celebrate this once in a lifetime event in our area.   
 

All the events are “virtual” (Website, Youtube or ZOOM) and open to the public.  Please visit the 
Celebrations website https://pahellenicfoundation.org/2021 for a complete schedule of events. We 
will update with links to specific events, summarized below. Commemorative Program Books will 
be available for download at these sites, on those days. Among very distinguished invited guests are 
Her Excellency Mrs. Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, President of the “Greece 2021” Committee, His 
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, His Excellency Mr. Phillipe Etienne, Ambassador of France to the 
USA, Her Excellency Dame Karen Pierce DCMG, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the USA, His Excel-
lency Mr. Anatoly Antonov, Ambassador of Russia to the USA, Her Excellency Mrs. Alexandra Papado-
poulou, Ambassador of Greece to the USA, Mr. Richard Fitzgerald, Chief Exec. of Allegheny County, 
Mr. William Peduto, Mayor of Pittsburgh, Mr. Isidoros Madis, Mayor of  Municipality of Peania (Attica, 
Greece), and Dr. Ariel C. Armony, Vice-Provost for Global Affairs, Director of Univ Center for Interna-
tional Studies, Univ of Pittsburgh  

Scheduled Events:  

11. Prometheus Resurrected: The London Protocols- Celebrating the friendship of France, Great Britain, Rus-
sia, and Greece in the Rise of the  Modern Greek Nation through the London Protocols of 1827-1830   
A Joint Program of the French, English, Russian and Greek Rooms of the Nationality Rooms Program at the 
University of Pittsburgh and the European Art Center [Greece], Formal Bicentennial Proclamations by Mayor 
William Peduto and County Executive Richard Fitzgerald Sunday March 28th, 6:00 PM 
 

For updated information, please contact us at - Through our common memories, lives and dreams,  
contact@pahellenicfoundation.org all of us have – inside of us - some part of Greece 

6. From Partimenti to National Anthem: First-in-History  
Public Performance by String Ensemble of selections of 
the unknown chamber music compositions of Nikolaos 
Mantzaros, Greece’s first modern National Composer  
Sunday March 14th, 7:30 PM  
7. First Principles: What America's Founders Learned 
from Greeks and How That Shaped Our Country -A 
Conversation with Scholar and Best-Seller Author, 
Thomas E. Ricks; Co-sponsored by Department of Phi-
losophy Univ of Pitt, GAPA, and Icarian Brotherhood  
Saturday March 20th, 6:00 PM   
8. Giannis Davaris – Revolutionary Hero at the Acropo-
lis A Narrative and Virtual Exhibit of a Lesser-Known 
Hero of the  Greek Revolution A Joint Presentation with 
the European Art Center (Peania, Attica,  Greece)  
Sunday March 21st, 7:30 PM  
9. In the Beginning was the Logos and the Logos be-
came Flesh: A Byzantine Concert-Presentation Cele-
brating the Unparalleled Christologic Canon of the 
“Annunciation Dialogue” Featuring Byzantine Choir of 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of PGH, Co-sponsored by  
American Society of Byzantine Music and  Hymnology  
Thursday, March 25th, 8:00 PM  
10. Bridges of White & Blue: Commemoration & Cele-
bration of Descendants in Western PA of Lesser-Known  
Revolutionary Heroes Joint Project with European Art 
Center [Greece] under Auspice of “Greece 2021” Com-
mittee, Co-sponsored by Icarian Brotherhood  
Saturday March 27th, 7:30 PM  

1. Greetings, Welcome and Proclamations by Rich 
Fitzgerald, Chief Executive of Allegheny County, and 
Bill Peduto, Mayor of Pittsburgh, designating March 
2021 as Allegheny County and City of Pittsburgh  
“Celebration of and Tribute to Greek -Americans in 
Western PA and Commemoration of the Bicentennial 
of the Greek Revolution of  1821”  
Monday, March 1st, 2021, 8 PM  
2. Το Ελληνικό Έθνος και η Επανάσταση Μέσα από 
το Κλέφτικο   Τραγούδι (Μέρος Α´) [Στην Ελληνική 
γλώσσα (In Greek)] The Greek Nation and Revolution 
inside the Klephtiko Song (Part 1) [Program in Greek]  
Friday March 5th, 2021, 8:30 PM  
3. Το Ελληνικό Έθνος και η Επανάσταση Μέσα από 
το Κλέφτικο   Τραγούδι (Μέρος B´) [Στην Ελληνική 
γλώσσα (In Greek)] The Greek Nation and the 
Revolution inside the Klephtiko Song (Part 2)  
[Program in Greek]  
Saturday March 6th, 2021, 8:30 PM  
4. Το Ελληνικό Έθνος και η Επανάσταση Μέσα από 
το Κλέφτικο   Τραγούδι (Μέρος Γ´) [Στην Ελληνική 
γλώσσα (In Greek)] The Greek Nation and the 
Revolution inside the Klephtiko Song (Part 3)  
[Program in Greek]  
Sunday March 7th, 2021, 8:30 PM  
5. Greece in America – America in Greece: First-in
-History, Public Unveiling of Correspondence be-
tween Greek Revolutionaries and American Found-
ing Fathers on the Matter of the Greek Revolution  
Saturday March 13th, 7:30 PM  
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SATURDAY OF THE SOULS 
 

March 6 
March 13 
March 20 

 

Memorial services for the dead may be 
offered at any time. However, the 
Church has designated certain days of 
the year for special prayer services for 
the dead, such as the three Saturdays 
before Meat Fare Week, Cheese Fare 
Week and the First Sunday in Lent. 
The church honors all of the Saints on 
these days and also those who have 
died. 
 
Why have the Church Fathers desig-
nated Saturday for the Memorial Ser-
vices?  Saturday is actually  the Jewish 
Sabbath and the word itself means 
“termination” or “the end.”  Every-
thing was ended on this day, and 
every person was to turn his attention 
only to meditation and prayer. In the 
Orthodox Church during the weeks of 
pre-Lenten and Lenten period, the 
truths of judgment day are empha-
sized during service.  Everything ends 
at the time of judgment, therefore the 
Church Fathers have designated Sat-
urday for special services for the dead.  
It was also on Saturday after the Cru-
cifixion of Christ that He descended 
into Hades and preached to the dead.  
If you would like Fr. Michael to re-
member your departed Loved Ones, 
please submit the names to the 
church office. 
 

No trisagion or memorial service  
permitted on following Sundays: 

 

March 7, 14 21 
April 4, 25, May 2 and 9 

 
 

WE PRAY 
For the Souls of the Servants of God, 
Orthodox Christians departed this life: 

 

PLEASE PRINT 
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